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PREFACE 


When I was elected to write this history of public library service in Alton on the occasion of the Hayner 
Memorial Building Centennial, I was pleased and flattered that such an important task would be allotted to a 
relative newcomer to Alton. 

But I had absolutely no idea then of the amount of sheer hard work I was letting myself in for when I took 
on this project. Although, to do them justice, I don’t think those who asked me had any idea of the work it would 
involve, either. 

For ten months I have relived the history of Alton, its founding families, its library and its people, through 
the amazing resources of the Illinois Room collection in the Main Library. It has been a wonderfiil excursion into 
the past, present and future of this gracious old river town. 

I would like to thank the trustees of the Hayner Public Library District for allowing me this opportunity to 
repay a little of the debt I owe to Alton for its warm welcome and support of my efforts as Youth Services 
Librarian for the last seven years. My thanks to the women of the Jennie D. Hayner Association for their time 
and assistance. They are the inheritors and upholders of a noble tradition of service. 

My thanks also to Mrs. Mary Deane Huntley, the Director of the library, for allowing me this opportunity 
to indulge my taste for historical research and writing; to Mrs. Nancy DeGrand, who was able to fill in some of 
the missing pieces for me from her personal knowledge of Alton families and their complicated connections. 

Thanks to Mrs. Patricia Stalcup, who typed the manuscript and retyped the corrections and additions 
without complaint. Many thanks to the staff of the Main Library, who put up with my endless forays into the 
Illinois Room, and hours spent helping me decipher microfilms of old newspapers, census records and the like. 

My special thanks to the staff of the Youth Library, who covered my absences and listened patiently to my 
speculations on the work in progress. Despite my preoccupation, the work of the department has gone forward 
smoothly. 

The Staff of the Vermont State Library and the Vermont Department of Vital Records proved very helpful 
during the week I spent digging through their records last fall. 

Thank you to Mike Montgomery, editor of the Alton Telegraph, who published portions of this history 
over the last ten months as part of the centennial celebration of the library. A very special thank you to Bob 
Graul, who has chronicled Alton history in his photographs for over fifty years, and who graciously lent us his aid 
in selecting and preparing the photographs which illustrate this book. 

Last, but not least, thanks to my mother, Ruth Klipsch, who did not follow through on her threats to throw 
me out of the house even when my typing kept her awake until three o’clock in the morning. 

“He builded better than he knew.” That was the epitaph the women of the Jennie D. Hayner Library 
Association gratefully bestowed upon their benefactor, John E. Hayner, when he died in 1903. So may we also 
say, of all those who shared his dream, and worked throughout these last 100 years to give it form and shape and 
life in this Hayner Public Library: 

They built better than they knew. And we build upon their foundation. 

May 1991 Pamela R. Klipsch 
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Dedicated to the children of Alton with one foot in the past, 
one foot in the present, and their faces toward the future. ’ 
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Chapter One: Ambitions of Culture and Civility: The First Alton Library Association, 1853-1860 

No one knows who first suggested that the citizens of an up-and-coming town like Alton required a library. 
But books, and the cultivated life they represented, were dear to hearts of many of the transplanted New 
Englanders and New Yorkers, the British, Irish, Scot and German immigrants, who nurtured their dreams and 
built their lives from the humble beginnings of this river bluff city. 

Less than two decades after Rufus Easton established his trading post with a scattering of crude log cabins 
beside the Mississippi, Alton was a booming town of 2500 people. They supported eight churches, two 
temperance societies, two schools and four weekly newspapers. Steamboats operated from Alton harbor, and 
two railroads were under construction. 

Ellsworth’s Illinois in 1837 spoke highly of Alton and its inhabitants to folks back east. Ellsworth praised 
the Alton lyceum, which “attracts the greater portion of the young men of the town, who engage in the public 
discussion of questions, and hear lectures from the gentlemen of Science, who are also members.” 

George Ditson kept the Alton Atheneum, where gentlemen and ladies could browse through the most 
recent publications. These included such popular journals as the New York Knickerbocker; the Western 
Mirror and Ladies Literary Gazette, published at St. Louis; the Lady’s Book, edited by the redoubtable Sara J. 
Hale of Boston; the Saturday News (forerunner of the Saturday Evening Post); and “the cheap republication 
of popular novels” by Godey’s of Philadelphia. 

Alton College, founded by Baptists, the third-oldest college chartered in Illinois, opened in Upper Alton in 
1830. In 1836 it was renamed Shurtleff College in honor of a generous benefactor. Benjamin Godfrey, early 
settler and entrepreneur, who observed, “If one educates a woman, one educates a family,” established 
Monticello Female Seminary in nearby Godfrey in 1841. 

Clearly, these pioneers were determined not to leave all vestiges of civilization behind when they arrived in 
Alton. So when public-spirited citizens called a meeting on December 11,1852 “for the purpose of taking steps 
to organize a Reading Room and Library,” the people responded. By the end of the month, the Telegraph could 
report over $500 had been subscribed for the new venture. “Let every man in this community who has the public 
good at all at heart, at least sign for one share for five dollars,” the editors exhorted. 

January 1,1853 the shareholders elected the first board of directors. The officers were Dr. P. W. Randle, 
Isaac Scarritt, Dr. Norton Johnson, W. H. Turner and William T. Miller. The 141 shareholders had subscribed 
181 shares of stock, or $905. Flushed with success, the board bonded its treasurer for $1,000, and ordered 500 
copies of the constitution and bylaws printed for members. 

By late February the board had obtained rooms (rentfree) on the upper floor of Bowman and Johnson’s 
new building on Third Street. The directors bought a table and twelve chairs, built shelves and hung curtains. 
Donated books and some new purchases made up the stock of the fledgling library. The directors hoped to begin 
with at least 1000 volumes. 

On March 19 the board appointed a librarian, Utten Smith, at a salary of one dollar per evening. Smith, an 
Englishman who arrived in Alton by way of Rushville, was a school teacher by profession. In his native Surrey 
he had taught the grandson of the celebrated novelist Sir Walter Scott. He and his wife Ann kept a school in the 
basement of the Episcopal Church from 1846 to 1855, when he was appointed Alton City Recorder. 

He served faithfully as librarian, although his salary was often in arrears, until ill health forced him to resign 
in 1860. He died in 1863 after a prolonged illness. 

Despire chronic money problems for some patrons never paid their subscriptions or their annual 
assessments, or paid in donations rather than cash the library continued to operate. Lecture series were 
offered, using local talent as well as prominent speakers from St. Louis and elsewhere. Tickets sold for 25 cents. 
Guest speakers included W. H. Herndon, the law partner and biographer of Lincoln, and the Reverend John 
Pierpont, a Boston poet. 


7 













































At the 1858 shareholders’ meeting, Smith reported the library owned 1200 volumes; 78 new books 
purchased and 15 donated by Senator Lyman Trumbull; and 1876 books borrowed during the preceding year. 
The treasurer reported receipts of $192, bills for $188, and a final balance of $4 for the year. 


Still the City Directory of 1858 described “a flourishing Library Association” as one of the advantages of 
Alton residence, along with an Atheneum, a Philharmonic Society and a Good Samaritan Society.” 

The library was open Saturday afternoons from 4 until 8 , and “any shareholder can be obliged any day of 
the week, by applying to the librarian, in his office on Belle Street.” 

But the excitements and uncertainties of wartime proved too much for the library. Sporadic efforts were 
made to keep going for the benefit of the troops quartered in the area. The soldiers borrowed many books but 
failed to return them. The ladies who had supplemented the library’s income with benefit suppers and 
fundraising schemes were preoccupied with war relief efforts. 

The eighth general meeting of the association was held in November 1860. Officers were duly elected and 
the president empowered to call the next meeting at need. No such need arose, and no further meetings were 
recorded. ° 


Still the first valiant effort to establish a library supported by public subscriptions deserves applause 
Leading citizens of Alton were counted among the officers and directors of the Alton Library Association- men 
who left their mark on every area of the city’s development. They believed in the future of Alton and America 
and they were willing to do their part to make that future great. ’ 

The men who served as officers of the first Alton Library Association were mostly businessmen Some were 
self-educated; a few were college graduates. They looked on community involvement as another and eauallv 
important investment in their future. They included; ^ ^ 


Amasa S. and Benjamin F. Barry, commission merchants and partners in the Alton Marine and Fire 
Insurance Co.; John L. Blair, wholesale grocer and sugar broker, who helped establish the public school svstem 
in Alton, and who insisted that free public education be provided for children of all races- 


Abraham Breath, land agent and developer of Marine township; Cleveland M. Crandall 
Crandall, importer and dealer in china and glassware; 


of Havens & 


John Fitch edilor of the Alton National Democrat; James H. Hibbard of Metatlf* Hibbard, booksellers 

Pan,-sEpisra0fH?nX1r4^^^^^^^^^ 

in Alton in 1847. His father served under Washington at vXy 

Lynn S. Met^lf, the other half of Metcalf & Hibbard, an alderman and Mayor of Alton; William T Miller 

whose cooperage (barrel and keg-making) manufactury was one of the first businesses estHhiiUrsH ' I ’ 

1830’s; Alvin Olcott, furniture dealer; businesses established m Alton m the 


Gains (Gay) Paddock, whose family settled in the Alton area in 1818 His father hUfa r o • 0^.4 1 

Massachusetts militia man who crossed the Delaware with Washington and heWH Paddock, was a 

celebrating Christmas Eve at Trenton; ® B"*h troops 


Philander Pickard, Alton harbor master; Dr. Webb C. Quigley; Dr. P.W. Randle-Isa <; 

prominent Methodist lay minister, and president of City Mutual Insurance Co - Jame.! w "jejchant 

B. W. Stewart, partners in Scarritt & Co.; ’ “ Samuel 


R. P. Tansey, agent for the St. Louis, Alton & Chicago Railroad; Charles Trumbull 
Turner of Turner & Sidway, manufacturers and dealers in saddlery and leather goods- ' 


lime dealer; W. H. 
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Robert T. Underhill, partner in Scarritt & Co., Albert G. Wolford, dry goods merchant; Charles L. Wright, 
First National Bank of Alton. 

Other names on the roll of officers were: John Buckmaster, Harvey Burnett, L. P. Caldwell, John W. 
Calvin, W. D. Haley, James McNulty, John N. Pearson, S. W. Robbins, Louis Souther, J. M. Staunton, and J. T. 

Stewart. 

A leading citizen of Alton and later of St. Louis, and a man whose family connection with the library here 
has been carried on for four generations, was Thomas Dimmock, the critic, essayist and lecturer. 


Although Dimmock’s name may be unfamiliar to Altonians today, there was a time when he was pointed 
out with pride as one of Alton’s most famous sons. Bom in Barnstable, Massachusetts in 1830, young Thomas 
was six years old when his family moved west. They settled briefly in Cincinnati, and then moved on to Alton m 

1838. 

The Dimmock family arrived in Alton shortly after the notorious murder of the Presbyterian minister and 
anti slaverv editor Elijah Parish Lovejoy. As a young and impressionable boy, Dimmock heard the story of the 
riot the mob attack on the warehouse where Lovejoy’s press was stored, and Lovejoy’s death, shot down 
defending free speech, from eye witnesses and participants in these stirring events. It was a story which would 

affect the course of his life. 


Dimmock was educated in Alton schools, and attended Shurtleff College for two years. In St. Louis the 
Fourth Cily; 1764-1909, published in 1909, Walter B. Stevens wrote: 

'“In Dimmock’s early life, Alton was a place of literary culture. It was noted throughout the Mississippi 
Valiev About Shurtleff center^ a circle of those who thought much and who wrote carefully. In surroundings 
where the standards were high. Thomas Dimmock’s taste was formed.” 


When Dimmock left school he engaged briefly in the mercantile business. But in 1861 his literary abilities 
led him to be engaged as the editor of the Alton Democrat. After the conclusion of the war he continued in this 
line of work and in 1869 moved to St. Louis as city editor (later an editorial writer) for the Missouri 
’.nhsmuentlv known as the St. Louis RepubUc. 


Dimmock resigned from the newspaper in 1882. His reputation as a man of letters and literary critic had 
become well established nationally. He contributed reviews and articles to national publications. He commented 
on Mrs Harriet Beecher Stowe’s sensational allegations regarding the poet Byron’s personal life. He discussed the 
literarv genius and tragic life of Edgar Allen Poe. In addition to his writing career, he was much admired as a 
lecturer in an age when the public lecture was a popular pastime for the educated and uneducated alike. 


He had at his own expense, some years earlier, erected a tombstone on Lovejoy’s neglected grave in the 
Alton city cemetery. So that the martyred editor would not be forgotten, he had instigated an annual memorial 

ceremony in Lovejoy’s honor. 


In 1887 commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of Lovejoy’s death, Dimmock proposed that citizens of 
Alton might erect a monument to Lovejoy in their community. Many prominent men of Alton and St. Louis 
subscribed to the monument. John E. Hayner was one of the most generous, and served as treasurer of the 

subscription campaign. 


The sum of $50(X) was realized. The state was appealed to, to provide the remainder of the money. 


The Lovejoy Monument, featuring a winged Victory atop a stone pillar, the surrounding stonework 
inscribed with quotations from Lovejoy on each of its four faces, was dedicated on November 8,1897. Because 
of inclement weather the dedication ceremony was not held at the site but at the Temple Theater, the crowd 
driving out in carriages to view the monument at the conclusion of the ceremonies. Thomas Dimmock delivered 
the dedication address. 
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This monument - one of the few, as Dimmock declared, that does not commemorate a warrior or a 
statesman but rather a man of high moral ideas — stands at the entrance to the old Alton city cemetery at the 
head of Monument Street, high on the bluffe looking over the river. ^ 

All of his life, Dimmock continued to be an advocate of freedom of the press free speech on all issues 

regardless of their controversy, and a champion of free public libraries. In 1898 he wL elecS president of Z 
board of directors of the St. Louis Free Public Library. ^ president of the 





Caroline (Mrs. John J.) Mitchell Along with Catherine Riley Barry she oer 

embark on their great crusade to rescue and resuscitate the Alton Library Assoc^a of Alton to 

From Hayner Memorial Library: A recognition of John E. Hayner; 

Annals and Incidents of Library Work. Alton, 111.: Melling & Gaskins Ptg Co 1909 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson, American philosopher, poet and essayist. 1803-1882 Visited Alton in December 
1867 and lectured to benefit the Library Association. 

Photograph from The Gale Research Company International Portrait Gallery. 
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A Iton City Hall, which also housed the Post Office and the A Iton Library Association. It was torn do wn when the present City Hall was built on the corner of Third 
and Alby Streets. Thesite, now a parking lot, is commemorated as Lincoln-Douglas Square. The final Lincoln-Douglas debate occurred in Alton, in front of the old 
CityHalL 


From Art Work of Madison County. Chicago: W. H. Parish Publishing Co., 1894. 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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From Art Work of Madison County. Chicago: W. H. Parish Publishing Co., 1894. 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 


Chapter 2: The Women’s Crusade: The Second Alton Library Association, 1865-1891. 

How often we take something for granted until somebody else wants it! Such was the case of the first Alton 
library, founded in 1853 but fallen into disuse and encumbered with debts during the war years. 

Then in late 1865, representatives of the Quincy, Illinois Library proposed buying up the Alton Library and 
adding it to the Quincy collection. Left on their own, who can say whether the agents handling the affairs of the 
defunct Alton Library might have succumbed to the Quincy offer? But the decision was taken out of their hands. 
The pride of Alton’s women was aroused. 

To quote from a history of the library published some years later; “It was felt that it would be a public 
calamity to have the library removed. An effort was at once made for the resuscitation of the association. The 
ladies recalled the benefit dinners they had cooked and served, the “calico” balls and tableaux, the lecture series 
so loyally attended, all to earn money to buy books and pay rent for the library. They were not about to a ow 
those books to vanish upriver to their Quincy rivals without a fight. 

The campaign to save Alton’s library was organized by two of the town’s most able women; Caroline (Mrs. 
John J.) Mitchell, wife of the railroad man; and Catherine (Mrs. Amasa S.) Barry, whose family fortune was 
built on the mercantile trade and the insurance business. 

On February 28,1866 the assets of the Alton Library Association were sold at public auction from the steps 
ol the city hall. Mayor Edward Hollister Jr., acting on behalf of the women’s committee, entered the successful 
bid of $165. This was the amount of indebtedness of the old association. 

Of those debts, $121 was due to John E. Hayner, for unpaid rent on the rooms occupied by the library. 
Hayner generously donated the entire sum to the rescue effort-an early indication ol his support lor the Alton 

Library. 

On that same evening a public meeting at the Mercantile Hall elected officers and directors for a 
reconstituted Alton Library Society. All the officers were men; but recognizing the real powers behind this effort, 
six of the twelve directorships were allocated to the women. Thus the first elected board included Mrs. Mitchell, 
Mrs. Barry and Mrs. Hollister; as well as Mrs. A. Sweet, Mrs. J. H. Hibbard, and Miss Fanny Guernsey. Former 
Congressman Robert Smith was elected president. 

At the first meeting $300 was raised for the purchase of new books, and a committee of ladies was 
appointed to continue the fund raising effort. 

John W. Ash volunteered to act as librarian for the first year without pay. He subsequently served two more 
years at a salary of $75 per annum. 

The new library was housed on the second floor of city hall, and opened every Saturday afternoon for four 
hours The original scheme of a subscription library with membership limited to shareholders was revised to 
broaden the base of support for the library. Hence forth any resident of Alton might use the library on payment of 

an annual fee of two dollars. 

Membership fees were augmented by donations and benefits organized by the tireless ladies. More lectures 
were arranged The most successful of these, in attendance if not in profits, was the December 1867 appearance 
of Ralph Waldo Emerson, whose brother William was then practicing medicine in Alton. 

From the Alton Evening Telegraph, December 20, 1867. 

“The assemblage at Mercantile Hall last evening, to listen to the lecture of Ralph Waldo Emerson, was the 
largest that has yet greeted any of the lectures of the library course . . . 

Mr. Emerson’s appearance upon the stage is rather peculiar. In person he is tall, spare and somewhat 
ungraceful. His face is thin, but genial in expression. In manner he is very quiet, making scarcely no gestures. He 
speaks with great deliberation, pausing slightly between almost every word, as if weighing its effect. His diction is 
faultlessly elegant. Every sentence displays not only the refined taste of this gentleman, but the logical strength of 
the thinker and scholar. . . 


13 


















































Lucia M. (Mrs. John P.) Laird Her vision and drive fueled the steady growth and d 
during its second incarnation, and laid the groundwork for the effort to build a library b library 


F rom Hayner Memorial Library: A Recognition of John E. Hayner; 

Annals and Incidents of Library Work. Alton, IL; Melling & Gaskins Pig. Co , 1909 
Photograph From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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One of his views however, of culture, that of polishing our manners so as to suppress all natural and 
spontaneous emotions — making men mere cultivated automations — was rather in advance of his audience. 
They may be capable of being educated to such a point; but we question its desirability. 

Other celebrities who appeared under the auspices of the library included John G. Saxe, Horace Greeley, 
Theodore Tilton, George Alfred Townsend, J. G. Holland, Anna Dickinson, Moses Coit Tyler, Schuyler Colfax, 
Jehu Baker, and numerous local clergy and men of letters. 

As time passed and initial enthusiasm waned, fewer and fewer of the gentlemen directors found time to 
attend the monthly board meetings. 

The ladies carried on, shouldering more and more of the responsibility for the library. Although no records 
reveal what was going on behind the scenes, the crisis came at the annual meeting on June 5,1869. Only seven of 
the twelve directors attended, five ladies and two men. The women pressed their advantage, and the following 
revolutionary resolution was passed: “Resolved, that the constitution be so amended that the Board of Directors 
shall consist of all ladies.” 

A new slate of officers and directors was elected forthwith; Mrs. Mitchell, president; Mrs. Hollister, 
vice-president; Miss Georgia Paddock, secretary-treasurer. 

They set about their task with a will to succeed and a thorough devotion to duty. Membership fees never 
produced more than 25 percent of the money needed to run the library. But the ladies never ran into debt, and 
every annual meeting showed a balance in the treasury. Every penny was invested and the interest earned added 

to the library’s income. 

Fundraisers and benefits for the library became a regular feature of the winter social season. At every 
monthly meeting, the directors attending paid a nickel each; the fine for missing a meeting was a quarter. The 
directors also volunteered their time working in the library to augment the small staff. 

Much care and attention was bestowed on the selection of new books for the library. A special shelf and 
bench were set aside for young readers. By 1876 the stock had increased to 3500 volumes. The library catalog, 
carefully inscribed by the ladies, listed authors ranging from Edward Abbott to Heinrich Zschokke. 

From 1876 to 1880 the library experimented with a free reading room, open every evening except Sunday. 
But this proved to be a strain on the volunteer workers. 

The library was obliged to move from one room to another in the city hall on more than one occasion to suit 
the convenience of the city council. Then in January 1879 a disastrous fire forced the library into temporary 
quarters on Market Street. Insurance paid $131 for damaged books and furnishings, but it was April before the 
library reopened for business as usual. 

Can one person really make a difference? Yes, one person can — the right person in the right place at the 
right time — if that person possesses energy, intelligence, plain common sense, and persistence over the long 
haul. It was the good fortune of the Alton Library Association to have just such a person take command of its 
destinies at a critical juncture in its history. 

Lucia M Laird was born in Milton, Virginia in 1832. She was educated at the Burlington, Vermont Female 
Seminary, and married John P. Laird in 1852. Her husband was a railroad man, and in the first fourteen years of 
their marriage they lived in five different towns in five different states. Finally, in 1866, they settled in Alton, 
when John P. Laird took a job with the Missouri Pacific Railroad of St. Louis. 

Lucia Laird was a lively and sociable woman, with a keen interest in community affairs and a real talent for 
organizational work. She was a very active member of the First Presbyterian Church of Alton, where her talent 
for getting people to work together and organizing the work to get it done was firstnoticed. She was asked to join 
the library board in 1873, and in 1882 she was elected president of the board. It was an office she was to hold for 
27 years, until her death in 1909. 
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The Hayner Memorial Building as it was built for John E. Hayner in 1891, before the annex was added by his grandson, John A. Haskell 


From Art Work of Madison County. Chicago: W. H. Parish Publishing Co., 1894. 
Pholograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Colleclion. 
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From Art Work of Madison County. Chicago: W. H, Parish Publishing Co., 1894, 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 


During her tenure as president, she saw the library realize the long-cherished dream of a home of its own, 
with more staff, more books, and more hours of service. Most importantly, she saw the finances of the library 
stabilized by the endowments of generous benefactors and the grateful generosity of individual users. 

At one point in the winter of 1884, the finances of the library were so precarious, that the ladies discussed 
the possibility of asking the city council to set aside the receipts of the city dog license tax for the use of the library. 
This however they could not bring themselves to do. Instead they turned with renewed efforts to fundraising. 
The most successful forms of fundraising they had found were dinners and sales of fancy-work. Neither were 
they too proud to go door-to-door, soliciting subscriptions for the benefit of the library. 

Their efforts were successful and won them a breathing space to sit down and think seriously about the 
future to make plans rather than live from hand to mouth - or hand to pocket — to look beyond the pressure of 
immediate bills to be paid and consider where they wanted to go and what they wanted to achieve for the library. 
Here most of all, one can detect the steadying influence and far-seeing practical sense of Mrs. Laird. 

In January 1888 John E. Hayner told the ladies that he would donate $500 toward the construction of a 
building for the library, if they were willing and able to raise $4500 in subscriptions from other sources for this 


purpose. 


His offer was reinforced when Lucy (Mrs. Charles S.) Wright, a member of the board, and her sister Sophia 
(Mrs. Oliver S.) Stowell offered to donate a parcel of land on Belle Street, which they had inherited from their 
father. Dr. Benjamin Kirtland Hart, as a site for a library. 


In Februarv the board met and agreed to undertake a subscription or fund-raising campaign to raise the 
necessary $4500 The building fund began modestly with $ 14.05, the proceeds of the most recent library lecture. 

Then iust as the board was gearing up for this ambitious project, the ladies were left stunned and shaken by 
the sudden and unexpected deaths of two of their members. Within two weeks of each other, the board lost 


In all the vears that the women had worked together on the library board, they had said goodbye to more 
than one friend forced to resign because of illness, age, or removal from Alton. But these were the first board 

members lost to death. 


“The loss seemed irreparable,” Mrs. Laird wrote, long after the event. In March the board met for a brief 
memorial for their friends, and adjourned in silence. For a little while even Mrs. Laird lost heart for the business 

of the library. 

But in April Mrs Hayner’s seat on the board was taken by her stepdaughter, Florence H. (Mrs. William A.) 
Haskell The board set in motion their subscription campaign, the directors themselves making generous 

donations to the building fund. 

Mrs Hayner’s sister, Etta D. (Mrs. William Byron) Pierce, and Harriet (Mrs. Augustus K.) Root, wife of 
one of John Hayner’s oldest friends in Alton, were among the women who spearheaded the fundraising effort. 
“Of all the hard things to do, this does seem to be one of the hardest,” observed Mrs. Laird, “to walk up to people 
and ask them for money, be the object ever so worthy. 


Then on March 29 1889, fire struck again at city hall and turned the library out on the street. The books 
and cases were moved to the Haagen building on the corner of Second and Market Streets. Although the library 
had suffered considerable losses, the insurance paid only $200 for damages. Still, the women refused to give up 
the fight. When city hall was again habitable, the library moved back in and reopened for business. 

The public showed its support for this perseverance in the best possible way, by paying the membership fees 
and making use of the library, and by giving generously to the building fund campaign. 

A year later, in March 1890, the ladies were rewarded for their efforts, when John E. Hayner announced he 
would bear the entire cost of building a home for the library as a memorial to his late wife. 
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The main reading room of the Hayner Memorial Library in 1908, looking towards the fireplace. 
The portrait of Jennie Drury Hayner hangs over the mantle. 

From Hayner Memorial Library: A Recognition of John E. Hayner; 

Annals and Incidents of Library Work. Alton, IL: Melling & Gaskins Pig. Co., 1909. 

Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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Chapter Three: The Hayner Collection: The Jennie D. Hayner Memorial Library, 1891-1917. 

The directors of the Alton Library Association had hoped to raise $5000 to build a permanent home for the 
library. But when Alton entrepreneur John E. Hayner took that project upon himself, as a memorial to his late 
wife, Jennie Drury Hayner, he determined to provide the library she loved with a home worthy to bear her 

name. 

Hayner hired a leading St. Louis architect, Theordore C. Link, to deisng the building. Link, born in the 
village of Mudea near Heidelberg, in the kingdom of Hanover, Germany, was a distant cousin of prominent 
Alton architect, Lucas Pfeiffenberger. He was educated in Heidelberg, London, and Paris, where he studied 
architecture and engineering. Link emigrated to the United States when he was 20 years old, in 1870. It was the 
beginning of the booming “Gilded Age” of American industrial expansion, and Link arrived just in time to be 
swept up in the boom. He went from New York to Philadelphia and then to Texas, designing buildings and 

bridges for the railroads. 

He came to St Louis for the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad Company. Switching from private to public work, 
he served for a short time as superintendent of public parks for the city of St. Louis. From St. Louis he went on to 
other positions in Pittsburgh and New York until, in 1883, he returned to St. Louis to open his own office. 

Some of Link’s work still stands, while other of his buildings have been lost to the ravages of time and urban 
renewal An article on Link included in James Cox’s Old and New St. Louis (1894), enumerates some of his 
most outstanding commissions: “the unique and picturesque entrances at Westmoreland and Portland Places” 
^exclusive residential developments in St. Louis’ west end); “the Monticello Seminary, St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church the Alton Public Library, the East St. Louis Ice and Cold Storage building.” He also designed private 
residences for a number of wealthy St. Louis families, including: “John Tracy, Nicholson Place and LaFayette 
Avenue-E H Warner GrandAvenue;J.W.Buel, Grand and LaFayette Avenues; A. Moll, Berlin near Taylor 
Avenue- August W Blanke, Russell Avenue; E. E. French, Cabanne Place; L. B. Tebbetts, Portland Place.” Link 
is also credited as the architect of the First Presbyterian Church of Alton. He and his family resided in a house of 
his design on West Cabanne Place in St. Louis. 

Link was one of ten architects from all parts of the country who were invited to submit designs for the 
Union Station Railroad Depot in St. Louis. Link’s design was the unanimous choice of the judges. His “grand 
hall,” meticulously restored, is today the showpiece of the Hyatt Regency Hotel in the revitalized Union Station. 

Link was a member of the American Institute of Architects and the Architectural League of New York; he 
was twice elected president of the Missouri Association of Architects. 

For the Hayner Memorial Library, Link designed a building in the “Old English” gothic style. It was 
constructed of dark red brick and Alton limestone, with trimmings of Alton and Bedford stone. There was a deep 
porch under a stone archway at the entrance, and a small turret at the corner, off the room designated as the 
librarian’s office. The arches were repeated in the window treatment throughout the building. The interior 
woodwork including a soaring timbered vaulted roof in the best English gothic style, was oak and natural pine. 
There were two fireplaces with beautiful wooden mantlepieces and tiled facings. 

All of the materials and the workmen for the project were obtained locally. The construction 
superintendent was Utten Smith Nixon, an Alton architect and engineer who trained under Lucas Pfeiffenberger. 

Nixon also had ties to the Alton Library. He was the grandson and namesake of the first librarian of the 
Alton Library, Utten Smith. His mother, Georgiana Smith, married William Nixon in Alton and migrated with 
him to California, where U.S. Nixon was born in 1861. Some years later the family returned to Alton, where 
Nixon studied architecture with Pfeiffenberger before setting up on his own. 

When the annex was added to the original library building in 1907, it was Nixon who was charged with 
designing an addition that would match the design of the original. 
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Reference room of Hayner Memorial Library in 1908. The reference room was one half of the A nnex added to the library by the donation ofJohn A. Haskell, John 
Hayner’s only surviving grandchild. At that time the Annex was divided into two rooms, one for reference and one for circulating materials. Transom windows 
above the shelves in the dividing wall allowed for better ventilation between the two rooms. 



From Hayner Memorial Library: A Recognition of John E. Hayner; 

Annals and Incidents of Library Work. Alton, IL: Mailing & Gaskins Ptg. Co., 1909. 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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The first Children’s Library was located on the lower level of the Annex added to the Hayner Memorial Library. The impetus for children’s services came from 
John Hayner’s third wife and widow, Mary Caroline Keith Hayner (Kate), who had been a teacher for many years before her marriage. 


From Hayner Memorial Library: A Recognition of John E. Hayner; 

Annals and Incidents of Library Work. Alton, IL: Melling & Gaskins Pig. Co., 1909. 
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The new library building was constructed at the corner of State and Fourth Streets, on a lot Hayner 
purchased from the Hart sisters. They promptly donated the purchase price to the library isociation. When 
completed, the entire project cost $20,000. 


The directors meanwhile had been busy continuing their own fundraising efforts. Eager as they were to take 
possession of their beautiful and spacious new home, they realized that the resulting expansion of the library 
would increase their operating expenses. ^ 


One entirely pleasurable task which took up a great deal of their time as they waited was that of ordering 
and processing many new books to fill the expanded shelf space in the new building. 


Finally on May 5, 1891, the directors of the Alton Library Association met for the last time and legally 
transferred ownership of the library and its assets to a new corporation, the Jennie D Hayner Library 
Association. The new association then accepted John Hayner’s gift of the Hayner Memorial Building 


On May 21 the board ho ted a gala reception or members of the library association to inspect their 
beautiful new quarters. The old library room in city hall was closed the next day, and the books and eauinment 
moyed to the new locaiton. At long last the Jennie D. Hayner Memorial Library opened for bu^ess onTunH 
1891. ’ 


For 100 years the Hayner Memorial Library in Alton has stood as a testament to 
wife, and to their mutual affection for their adopted hometown. 


a husband’s deyotion to his 


Who was Jeanie D. Hayner, and why did her husband build a library to her memory? Why did the two of 
them ehoose to speud their time and effort and money to provide the people of this community with a liS 


John Elijah Hayner was a man with the proyerbial “Midas touch” when it came to busi H 
farmer’s son from upstate New York, just 21 years old when he arriyed in Alton in Derpmh,-r i Rae ^ 

Horace Greeley’s famous adyice: “Go west, young man, and grow with the country ” ’ 


His first success came when a relatiye — possibly his mother’s brother — in Quincy entrusted h ' 
substantial sum of money for speculation. He used his profit to buy a half share in the well-estahliQli,-H v!” ^ 

business owned by Arba Nelson, and he married Nelson’s niece, Laura Scott. aruware 


Throughout his long business career in Alton, Hayner was inyolyed in all kinds of commercial ye 
seemed he liked nothing better than to get in on the groundfloor of a new business and build it up At th f 
would usually sell out to his partners, at a profit, and look around for another new challenge He w ' ^ 
yarious times, in hardware and machinery, farm equipment supplies, a lumber mill and box factor 
steamboats, the tobacco trade, a glassworks, real estate and banks. He ended up as nrp«:iH/.nf i. 

president of another. vice 


He also took a keen interest in community affairs, although he always preferred to work h h ' a u 
and to ayoid the limelight of public office. He was a Republican and a staunch supporter of th U 
during the war, donating generously to war relief efforts. He was one of the first subscribers to th ^ ^ 
a memorial to Elijah P. Loyejoy, the Abolitionist editor martyred in Alton. ^ Project to raise 


Although he neyer became a member of any church or sect, he was a man of strong orinrini^ ^ • 

feeling, and supported many charitable and religious projects. P * religious 

Hayner was one of those who subscribed to the first library association in Alton. He proy 'd H 
with rooms and neyer pressed for the rent owed him. When the rent was finally paid, out of the* 
library auction, he donated the entire sum back to the reorganized library association. For many 
paid the annual membership fees of poor but deserying young men who otherwise could not have^aff ^ quietly 


But for all his success in the public sphere, Hayner’s priyate life was oyershadowed by sorrow Hi h ' 

own mother when he was eleyen. He and his first wife had three children, of whom only one, Florence^lived to 
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John Elijah Hayner, entrepreneur and philanthropist He donated the Hayner Memorial Building to the library 
and endowed it in memory of his second wife, Jennie. 


^ 1 II u A iijpH FamUies; Genealogical and Biographical. New York: The American Historical Society, Inc., 1926. 

IZ S: SrSfS,?tl^l.v“lsTillCT ColWov. 
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Laura Ellen Scott Hayner. John Hayner’s first wife and mother of his only surviving child 
niece of Hayner’s first business partner in Alton, Arba Nelson. * ' 


Florence. She was the 


From ihc Haskell, Hayner and Allied Families; Genealogical and Biographical. New York: The American 
From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 


Historical Society, Inc., 1926. 
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^ tr „„,.ripnnie) John Hayner’s second wife. She came from Highgate, Vermont She was a 

Jane Clark Drury f^^ZZ^d member of the library board of directors for eleven years, from 1877 to her 
sudden death 7nl888 Her husband built the Hayner Memorial Building and donated it to the library as a tribute 


to her memory. 


mernury. 

A Aiiio/t Families: Genealogical and Biographical. New York: The American Historical Society, 
From the Haskell, Hayner and Allied r amine , s 

From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collect.on. 


Inc., 1926. 













Mary Caroline Keith Hayner(Kate). She was John Hayner’s third wife and survived him Her f i 

Sheldon, Vermont, and was distantly related to the Drurys. She was a teacher in select Eastern 
before her marriage. She was also an active director of the Hayner Library Association and y 
children’s department in the library around 1907. ’ 


From the Haskell, Hayner and Allied FamUies; Genealogical and Biographical. New York: The American Historical Society Inc 
From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection, ’ 


26 



27 


From the lUustrated Encyclopedia and Allas Map of Madison County, IllinoU. St, Louis: Brink McCormick & Co. of llUnois, 1873 
From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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'’^«^’‘^ffl^JohnEHay,,eresm,eloca,edonSmeSlree,mNor,hAI,on.ThiswaslhehomeJohr,Ha,nerbml,forlussecc,ndwlfe.JmmeDrur,Hay,ter 

After hts death, tt renamed the home of his third wife and widow, Kate Keith Haymr, until her death. It is now the site of the Catholie Children ; h™T 


now the site of the Catholic Children’s Home. 


From the lUustrated Encyclopedia and Atlas Map of Madison County, Illinois. St. Louis: Brink McCormick & Co. of llUnois, i873. 
From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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maturity. Then in 1859 Laura Scott Hayner died, leaving a grieving husband and not quite five-year-old 
daughter. Perhaps Hayner learned early to immense himself in business as an antidote for grief. 

In 1862, on a business trip back east, John Hayner met and married Jane Clark Drury of Highgate, 
Vermont. Called Jennie by her family and friends, she was dark-haired and dark-eyed, with a quiet manner and 
shy smile. When he brought his new bride home to Alton, they were accompanied by her widowed father her 
married brother and his family, one of her sisters, and the sisters’s husband’s family. Another brother arrived in 
Alton at the end of the war. 


John and Jennie Hayner had four children of their own, but none survived infancy. So Jennie Hayner put 
her energies into raising her stepdaughter Florence, and taking care of her own father, who now lived with the 
Hayners. 

In 1872, John Hayner’s sister Henrietta and her family moved to Alton from Michigan Hayner had iust 

boughtasawmill, and hissister’shusband,Sanfordnetcher, was going to act as hisforeman But wkhin ?he year 

tragedy struck once more, when Fletcher was crj^hed to death in a freak accident at the mill. Later that sLe 
year Jennie Hayner s father died. His family took him back to Highgate to be buried alongside his wife. 

In 1877, at loose ends after Florence Hayner married Alton’s most eligible bachelor Dr William A 
Haskell, Jennie Hayner accepted a seat on the library board. o^cneior, ur. William A. 

“Our quiet and gentle Mrs. Hayner,” the ladies named her. Modest and unassuming but tireless in her 
efforts, Jennie Hayner like her husband preferred to accomplish her purposes without h i " I 

untimely death in 1888 left her family and friends with an aching sense Ss 

John Hayner knew the libra^ had been important to his wife. He wanted it to be not only her monument 
and memorial, but the means of keeping alive the Hayner name in Alton for years tn n i“ 
symbolic way, the child they had been denied. ^ ^ be, in a 

In 1892 John Hayner married again. His.bird wife, a distant cousin of his second, had spent over 20 years 
of her life as a teacher in select eastern schools for girls. 

Mary Caroline Keith, called Kate, came from a well-to-do Pittsburgh family, but her father had b 
in Sheldon, Vermont, not far from Jennie Drury’s childhood home. She was 46 years old when she 
65-year-old widower at her brother’s home in Pittsburgh. After the honeymoon, they returned to AU 
Hayner picked up where Jennie had left off. In 1894 she became a member of the board of the T 
Library Association. She was active in the library until her death in 1917, and established th • ^^yner 
department in the library in 1907. ^ children s 

In 1901, encouraged by his wife and daughter, John Hayner announced he would provide th l b 
an endowment which would allow it to operate as a “free library,” without charging memb ^ 
accepting tax support. After his death in 1903 this endowment was completed by gifts from 
daughter and her husband, and his sole surviving grandchild, John A. Haskell. In 1907 John a”h 
another $13,000 to build the library annex, an addition which doubled the size of the buildin 
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Chapter Four: A Tradition of Service: The Jennie D. Hayner Library Association, 1917-1952. 

By the early 1900’s the Hayner Memorial Free Library, housed and endowed by the generosity of 
busineiman John E. Hayner in memory of his wife Jennie, was an established part of Alton’s civic and cultural 
scene. It was also one of the most socially well-connected institutions in the city, for the women who served on 
the library’s board of directors represented Alton’s oldest and most prominent families. 

For fifty years from 1875 to 1925, the name Dolbee was closely associated with library service in Alton. 
Three sisters Blanche Florence and Harriet Dolbee, served as librarians of the Alton Library Association and 
the Hayner Memorial Library. Their combined service totaled 48 years. A fourth sister, Cora Dolbee (Mrs. 
Charles B. Rohland), was an active member of the library for many years. 


The Dolbee sisters were natives of Alton. Their father, Shadrach R. Dolbee, was a printer by trade, and 
came to Alton from Columbus, Ohio. He was associat^ with John BaUlache in the Alton Tele^aph from its 
incention in Mav 1838 until he left the newspaper in January 1850. Dolbee subsequently went into the real 
estate and in^rLce business. He served as a deputy sheriff, and was senior warden of St. Paul’s Episcopal 


xi, • Hannah E Pettingell, came from an old New England family who arrived in Salem, 

Massachusetts in 1641. She was Dolbee’s second wife, his first wife having died in 1849, leaving him with three 

children. 

' , j six more children, ofwhom five survived. When Shadrach Dolbee died he 

The second marriage prod circumstances. This was probably the reason why Blanche 

but helpful to a large family of limited means. 

Blanche Dolbee served as librarian until 1878, when she married H. C. Cole of Chester, Illinois. 

• d Dr Charles B. Rohland, a prominent Alton dentist. She was a trained musician, and 
Cora Dolbee marri • g^^igty Their annual concerts, directed by Mrs. Rohland, were for years 

rSSo^Sonlial season. Mrs.Rohlandalsoass^^^^ 

books for the library collection. 

■A ■ FI nee Dolbee, was just 21 years old when she was appointed head librarian in 1880. She 

The third sister, Hayner Memorial Library in 1891, and the endowment of the Hayner Free 

served through the transition lo I r ,^,,vement in 1912. and she died the following vear. at the familv 


„ .. gg sister, Harriet, began as an unpaid volunteer; she was appointed to a paid position as 
eyounges . .^Qjgjjggycceeded as head librarian on her sister’s retirement in 1912, and served in 
irst assistant i * retirement on October 1,1925. She was asked then to serve on the board of directors, 

rr r .o be„em h. „r expene„ce. 

Harriet Onihee died Suddenly, of heart failure brought on by appendicitis, on July 9,1927, at the age of 68. 
... ... . 5 ,v*pr Mrs. Rohland, at the time of her death. On the day of her funeral, the Hayner 

She was living with her sister, iviio. ^ 

» r_. :C._in honor of her memory. 


Th h the first three decades of the century the library continued to benefit from the personal 
atlentio ™and oLcial support of John Hayner’s heirs. His widow, Mrs. Kate Hayner, presided over the library 
board and was a particular advocate of the children s library services — a new and innovative idea at that time 

— until her death in 1917. 


The family connection then devolved upon John Hayner’s only surviving child, Florence. Educated in 
exclusive eastern schools and given the added polish of a European tour, Florence Hayner returned home and 
married in 1877 Alton physician William A. Haskell. She was 23, one of the belles of Alton society; he was 32, 
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Florence Dolbee, the second ofthreeDolbee sisters who served as head lib • 

Alton Library Association, located in the old City Hall, became the ^he was the librarian when the 

building at State and Fourth Streets donated by John E Havner in Memorial Library, located in the 

Hayner. ^ ^fhis second wife. Jennie Drury 


From Alton, lUinois lUustrated. St. Louis and Alton: James Allen Reid 1912 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illino4 Room Collection. 


30 


politically and socially well-connected, a graduate of Harvard Medical School, and one of the town’s most 
eligible (and elusive) bachelors. 

But the personal misfortune that had clouded John Hayner’s life continued to dim the happiness of his 
daughter. Her beloved stepmother, Jennie Hayner died suddenly and unexpectedly in 1888. Of Florence and 
William Haskell’s three children, only their son John lived to maturity. 

Their daughter Lucy (memorialized by the playhouse in Haskell Park) died at the age of ten. A third baby, 
Florence, bom after Lucy’s death, lived just eight months. 

In 1899 Dr. Haskell’s stepmother, Mrs. Lucy Parkhurst Haskell, died. She had lived with the Haskells since 
their marriage, in the house Dr. Haskell’s father built at Twelfth and Henry Streets. 

Some time the following year. Dr. Haskell himself began to experience serious health problems. He was 
obliged to give up his medical practice and his public interests and eventually became a chronic invalid. The last 
fourteen years of his life he spent much time away from Alton in the vain pursuit of a cure. His wife accompanied 
him on these journeys. Thus she was away from home and unable to attend her own father’s final Ulness in March 

1903. 

Dr Haskell died at the family home in Alton in July 1916. The following year Mrs. Haskell lost her friend 
and stepmother, Mrs. Kate Hayner. The Hayner estate was sold and became the site of the Catholic Children’s 

Home. 

Her son John Haskell took a dislike to Alton and moved his family first to St. Louis and then east to 
Massachusetts. His subsequent visits to Alton were few. In his later years he suffered a breakdown, and ended his 
life in an institution. 

When John and his family left Alton, his mother moved into the house he had built on Henry Street facing 
Thirteenth. The old Haskell homestead, with its bittersweet memories, was demolished. 

Florence Haskell had been a member of the library board since 1888, when she was asked to fill the seat left 
vacant by the death of Mrs. Jennie Hayner. The library held first place on her list of civic interests throughout the 
years. Now she had the time and the inclination to devote herself to the advancement of the one institution in 
Alton most identified with her family s name. 

Mrs. Haskell succeeded Mrs. Kate Hayner as president of the library board and continued in that office until 
ill health forced her to resign in 1926. However she continued as an active member of the board until her sudden 
death in November 1932. 

In their tribute to Mrs. Haskell, her fellow board members saluted her 44 years of service to the library and 
her “unobstrusive, self-effacing helpfulness... her cheery greeting, her soft-spoken decisions. We shall miss her 
generous words of commendation and appreciation for every service, however slight, for every helpful 
suggestion.” In her honor, the library was closed for the two days of her wake and funeral. 

Mrs. Haskell’s substantial annual donations to the library enabled it to flourish and expand throughout the 
1920’s and into the 1930’s. Her parting gift was a bequest of $50,000 left to the library in her will. 

Florence Haskell’s personal avocations also benefited the people of Alton. Her interest in genealogy led to 
the establishment of a genealogy collection which is an imporant part of the library’s Illinois Room research 
collection. 

Her love of gardening and the outdoors inspired her to leave the Haskell estate to the city of Alton as a 
public park. Many of the trees and shrubs which grace Haskell Park today were planted by Mrs. Haskell. 

Her daughter-in-law, Ruth Hanna Haskell, joined the library board in 1.906, and continued to serve in 
absentia after she and her husband left Alton. Mrs. Ruth Haskell resigned from the board in 1934, after her 
mother-in-law’s death and the settlement of her estate. The long association between the library and the 
Hayner-Haskell family ceased at that time. 
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Haskell Family Home, built for Dr. A braham Sumner Haskell It was located on Henry Street at Pleasant Street 
This house was tom down when the new Haskell House was built in about 1908. 


From Art Work of Madison County. Chicago: W. H. Parish Publishing Co., 1894. 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 
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From Art Work of Madison County. Chicago: W. H. Parish Publishing Co., 1894. 
Photograph from the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 


The death of Florence Hayner Haskell in 1932 might have been the beginning of the end for the Hayner 
Memorial Free Library. The library had lost its chief patron and single most important source of continuing 
financial support. And the loss came at a critical time. The economic woes which created the Crash of 1929 and 
the Great Depression of the 1930’s wreaked havoc with the library’s income. That income was derived mainly 
from the interest earned on the investment of the Ubrary endowment funds. When interest rates tumbled the 
Ubrary’s income was greatly reduced. 

But other hands took up the burden of responsibUity. The women who served on the library board, many of 
them the second and third generations of their families to do so, vowed to carry on the good work of their 

forebears. 


One such was Eunice Smith, the benefactor of so many Alton institutions. Miss Smith joined her mother 
Alirp nn the librarv board in 1909, and succeeded Mrs. Haskell as president and guiding force of the association 
k 1 I 26 She continued in office until 1933, and remained a member of the board until 1955 - 46 years of 
faithful service. The Smith family gifts to the library were second only to those of the Hayner and Haskell 

families. 

In 1920 Mr and Mrs Edward Monroe Bowman presented the library with a valuable collection of Lincoln 
. • I • 1 y rare volumes in German. The Bowmans also gave money to enable the library to add 

like >■“ ">o.to-ln-law before her. wae a member of the Ubrary board. 

' Annthfar Hp/hcated library director was Theodosia Dimmock (Mrs. Jacob) Wead. The Weads were related 
. T rs ,yj,ose mother had been Grace Wead before her marriage. Mrs. Wead’s father, Thomas 

Mr. Wead’s aunt Nonie Dimmock (Mrs. Hezekiah) Williams, preceded her on the board of the library 
association. Mrs. Williams’ husband was a doctor and practiced medicine in partnership with Dr. Abraham 
Sumner Haskell, Florence Haskell’s father-in-law. 

M WpiiH was succeeded on the library board by her daughter, Maria Tilton Wead (subsequently the 
Mrs. w ^ ^ Miss Wead worked at the library during the 1920’s. Her close involvement with 

SraTfc^nto^ aft^^^ her marriage, and she remained on the board until her death in 1973 - 45 years of 

service. 

XK. fo«y;iv rnnnection continued yet another generation, when Tilton Wead Rodgers’ niece, Ella 
PfeigeTfC RoW, Anscbueu was el«ed m .he board in ,952. 

D Hewitt Sparks and Wade are other old and prominent Alton names long associated with the 
un^n, j^iss Bertha W. Ferguson, a well-respected teacher and administrator at Alton 

HkhSchoorservi on the library board from 1925 to 1940. She followed Miss Smith as president. During her 
tenure the library worked with the public schools to improve library service to young people. 

I 1925 mall branch library was opened in the Clara Barton School. In 1933 the library opened a small 
branch in the YvJ^A’s Hillcrest Center on Main Street. During the 1930’s the library provided book collections 
in several of the Alton public schools. 

E ■ h rs were added to the library schedule, and library card applications could be obtained at Alton 
banks tote convenience of resident. Telephone renewals were also offered. 


B 1928 the library had 8000 registered card holders and a collection of almost 25,000 books. Circulation 
increaid sleadily. and by 1933 the librarian reported an annual circulation of 92,352. 

Much credit for this success was due to the efforts of the head librarian, Mrs. Jane Watson Bassett. Jane 
Watson came to Alton as a young girl when her mother Mrs. Alice Watson married Henr)' P. Rodgers of the old 
Alton Brick Co Jane Watson married Robert E. Bassett of Alton in 1904. She lived in Alton, St. Louis and 
Chicago while her husband pursued a successful career with the railroads. Then he contracted tuberculosis and 
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A view of the Hayner Memorial Library, after the addition of the Annex on the northeast end of the original building. 

From the Haskell, Hayner and Allied Families: Genealogical and Biographical. New York: The American Historical Society, Inc., 1926. 

From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT Illinois Room Collection. 












A view 


of the Hayner Memorial Library, after the addition of the Annex on the northeast end of the original 


building. 

j A11-^ i7<ifnilies: Genealogical and Biographical. New York: The American Historical Society, Inc., 

From the HaskeU, Hayner and ^ ^ 

From the HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISIK11.1 


1926. 


... , flrv climate. The Bassetts moved to El Paso, Texas and finally to Las Cruces, New 

was advised to seek a warm ary j 

Mexico. Robert Bassett died in 1915. 

His widow and eight-year-old daughter Elizabeth returned to Alton. When Miss Harriett Dolbee, the 
Havner hbrarkn for many years, began to talk of retirement, it was decided that Mrs. Bassett should succeed her. 
To prepare for the task Mrs. Bassett attended the one year course in librarianship then offered by the St. Louis 

Public Library. 

Mrs Bassett was the first professionally trained librarian to take charge of the Hayner Memorial Library. 
She serSd ^ifbrarian from 1925 to early 1952, and saw the library through both the good times and the bad. 

At first she had staff to assist her in the library; but it was difficult to find, train and keep good staff, since in 
those days married women rarely worked, and young women usually quit their jobs when they married. Later, 
when there was no money for staff, she made do with volunteers. At the last she had to often carry on alone. Her 
daughter Elizabeth Bassett remembers: “My mother was dedicated to the library, but it was a terrible burden for 
her to carry at the end. She was just worn out. 


35 


















By 1944 the library’s investment income had shrunk to $6811. Fines and occasional gifts were the only 
other source of mcome. In 1945 some of the city fathers proposed that the city should levy a small tax to help 
support the library. But the library’s attorney advised that under the restrictions of its charter the library 
assoaation was prohibited from accepting public funds. 


• «of Semce Clubs inducted a fund-raising campaign for the relief of the library which brought 
tOT months' ^ September 1948 the board anticipated the library would run out of money in 


bound by the termofJohnHayner’spflto the asodation,whilethe annex would be fre^ by 1954 ^^^^ 


During the summer months of 1950,1951 and 1952 the lihmrv ci,..» , . 

,he wtale, and spring of 1952 the libra,; was open jLlirl Cfw«r ^ “ 

When Mrs. Bassett decided to retire in early 1952 the a ■■ 

fall of 1952 Witt, parlriime suff and operale ttie Ubra,; nnUl tods ran out “a St'3^"' 



Jane Watson Bassett, Hayner Library head librarian, 1925-1951. 


Photograph courtesy of Elizabeth G. Bassett. 
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Chapter Five: The Struggle To Grow: The Hayner (Alton City) Library, 1952-1972. 

Skeptics like to say that the age of miracles is past. But the visionary, who believes that nothing is 
impossible, still sets to work, confident that a miracle will happen. 

maintained thereafter by the city as a public library. 

The gift including the building “with all appurtenances,” and 47,000 books, was valu^ at $31 l^^The 
1 he gitt, inciu S oversee library operations, and to fund public library 

sS^irfromSLpal taxes. Proponentsofthecitytakeoverpred^^^^ 

of about $27,000 a year. 

government, he said. 

rVr.lv financial” Buxton recalled in a recent telephone interview. “It seemed the 
“The reason was entirely iinanciai, uua 

obvious solution.” 

rr. irnnw the extent of the library’s plight. His mother, Ruth Cummings (Mrs. Paul H.) 

, H=was.napos.tton<otaow,beexto 

Buxton, has been a director ot the pnvaic nay 

• ♦ ..n A nf R uth Buxton’s many community activities, it was the one closest to her 
While the libraiy ^ » Buxton said. “She was very well educated and widely read. She 

heart. “My mother had a b.^ to mto, 
understood what the hbrary could mean to /ui , 

At take over responsibUity for the library, the ladies ofthe Hayner Library Assoaation 

When the city " hrarv’s future at last. They intended to preserve their own historic connection with 

thought they had assure t e i library’s city budget with the income from the endowment funds 

the library by continumg to sup^ gy j^yld buy materials and fund special projects that would otherwise be 
they controlled. The “Jennie u. 

unaffordable. 

f 1 Mavor Earl Linkogle appointed the first city library board. It included Paul W. Zieke, 
In the spring ot . j. vice-chairman; Dorothy L. (Mrs. Harold W.) Davidson, secretary; W. I. 

chairman; Lucas C. r ei ggjiey^ Paul Crivello and Hubert Watt. Two members of the Hayner Memorial 
Godwin, treasurer, am« • ’ „ board: Mrs. Buxton and Melba (Mrs. Henry H.) McAdams. 

Association were appointed to the aiyiiu 

e onointees, Ruth Buxton served on the board for 17 years, and was succeeded by her 
^Of this first her to resign. James M. Bailey served on the board during the entire 19 years 

of city operation. 

he 1953 the board had hired a new head librarian. Robert E. Hamilton came from the public 
By Septem nther staff consisted of carry-overs from the previous operation: Miss Marion C. 

library in Canron Ohm. O'"'' ® ^ Mrs. Charlene Redd. 

Vogelpohl, Miss Beatnce Ripp'ey, mis 

h i h fv thrived on the infusion ofcity money. Although plagued by maintenance problems—the 

At first t e ' ^‘ijggjgj repairs — library usage increased rapidly as the collections were updated and 
legacy y^rs o neg of city operation, usage doubled, with 51,000 items circulated. Altonians no 

r*^''e^ad to drive to the public library in Wood River for their books. By March 1956 the annual circulation 

was 126,732 items. 
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Interior view of the reading room, Hayner Public Library (of Alton), in December 1956. 


Photograph courtesy of the Alton Telegraph. 
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Interior view of the reading room, Hayner Public Library (of Alton), in December 1956. 




Photograph courtesy of the Alton Telegraph. 




















The Ubrary added sound recordings and films to its coUection, and increased the number of maeazine 

^bscnptions It earned. The first summer reading program for children was held in 1 955, with 1 50 participants 
Wmnmg readers were awarded authographed baseballs. Pdruupanis. 

T„. 1953 the library began outreach service with a community bookmobile on loan from the 

mlb “-e nucleus of .oday’s 

The “Jennie D.V’ undenvrote the cost of microfilming a complete run of the Alton TeleeraDh and 

It was a time of change in Alton as elsewhere, and the city was confronted with a a f 
services. From the city council’s point-of-view, the library was just one of 

government competing for funds. The library board viewedThe library as a special departments of city 

The problems were exacerbated by the turnover of head librarians. Betwpi^n i ^ i . •, 
six head librarians. The longest tenure was three-and-a-half years- the shortest f” library had 

between librarians also varied, from four months to almost two years Ruth Rnvt ^ ^ months. The time 

those interregnums. On the last occasion, the new librarian was jLt installed in nffi ” 

the stroke that led to her retirement from community office when Mrs. Buxton suffered 

Beatrice Rippley worked for all six head librarians and recalled thev were a w « . 

thing they all had in common, she remembered. o*'® 

“The board wouldn’t hire an older, experienced man,” said Miss Rinolev “We oi 
youngsters.” i^ippiey. We always got these 

“We had a succession of problems,” Charles Buxton admits. Because the citv wm.iH n 

board to offer a really competitive salary, “we had to pick people on their wav u^^ tne library 

experience, and when they had their experience, they left for better-paying positions ’’ ^ 

There were other vexing problems. It was difficult to find support staff that could nass r, v.i « • 

especially the city residency requirement. Staff turnover was high, especially in the children’^ r«r. tu 

otherjobs that paid more and demanded less. children s room. There were 

By the mid 1 960s the library had outgrown its building and badly needed more space A nr 
new main library uptown, large enough to meet the needs projected by the city’s twentv ve^ J ^o build a 

bogged down when the mayor’s office and the library board could not agree on an ipropSoSn^^^"’ 

The possibility of breaking away from city government was first raised in early 1970 

Dana Eastman, attorney for the library board, reported that a new state statute allowed th u 
voters to approve the transfer of the library from city control to an independent self-eovemin ru 
with its own elected board of trustees and its own tax levy. ’ ^ Horary district, 

Charles Buxton remembers that most of the board came to believe that this was the onivfe w 

the library’s impasse with the city. And an independent library district could expand bevond 

include the adjacent townships of Godfrey and Fosterburg, where residents had no library servi^'*”^"^ 

Meanwhile the board solved its immediate problem by renting the former Tri-Citv G k • • 

Belle Street to house the adult services division of the library. The children’s room would mov^e?"^ t 
cramped quarters on the lower level of the library, and the vacated space would be turned mt^ 

The new building scheme was abandoned as too costly. * meeting room. 
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Photograph courtesy of Charles H. Buxton. 


1Q71 th board decided to proceed with plans to seek voter approval of an independent library district. 
In 19711 e indicated their support for the plan. And in July 1971 the state awarded the 

Hay^r Public Ubrary a project grant to demonstrate library service to the voters of Godfrey and Fosterburg 
Townships. 


t of the demonstration project was to reach Godfrey and Fosterburg residents through 

The t visits, a small self-service “branch library” located in the Godfrey township supervisor’s 

^ “Krmks bv mail” service, 

office, and an innovative boo y 

^ X 1079 Alton voters approved the referendum to establish the independent Hayner Public 

On January 25, 1 9 _ t-.u, ^ i oio 


Library District. The new 


district would begin operation on July 5, 1972. 


Th I h board proceeded with the second phase of the campaign, and scheduled a referendum for 
® F^^terburg townships to join Alton in the new library district. This referendum was held on August 
o-f icvri^^AUhniiffh approved by Alton voters, it was defeated in the two outlying townships. Organized 
'ppiwon » .he propial focused ou .he issue of higher uxes. 
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Chapter Six: Hayner (City) Librarians, 1953-1972. 


During the nineteen years that the Hayner Public Library operated as a department of Alton city 
government, the library had six head librarians. All were men, all were young, and all were ambitious. Where are 

they now? 

Robert E. Hamilton, October 1953-May 1957. Hamilton, gregarious and out-going, took an active part 
in community affairs and was a speaker much in demand with area service clubs, schools, and organizations 
during his time in Alton. He came to Alton from the public library in Canton, Ohio, where he had served as 
assistiit head librarian. He left Alton to become director of the newly established Martin County Public Library 
in Stuart Florida From Horida he went to Colorado, then Rhode Island, working in two pubUc libraries there. 
In 1966 he returned to Illinois to work in academic libraries, specializing in cataloging and technical services. He 
retired from Northern Illinois University Library in 1983 and moved back to Stuart. He and his wife stUl live in 
stuan, and both remain active. Hamilton, energetic as ever, works Ml-tnne as a court bailiff and part-time as a 
locksmith. His wife Marge says he has promised to rente once and for all, m January 1993. 


Henrv J. Blasick October 1957 -September 1958. Blasick came to Alton from Maitland, Horida, 
. . . 1__ Tihrarinn at the Suwanee River Regional Librarv in Live Oak. Flo 


anH 


Hra haH aHmittedlv a difficult act to follow, for his predecessor was popular with staff and public alike. 
’ nonular with at least some of the library staff who had been on the job for many 

vi^rMtoir^the library tard meetings of the time indicate that on at least one occasion a staff member 
irM^rrto^d over Wick’s head and received the board’s backing. 

r E Earley June 1959 -February 1963. Earley enjoyed the longest tenure as head librarian, 
George . yg is recollected as a quiet, gentlemanly person, reserved rather than 

reinaming in o J jjg ^gs not as comfortable with the public speaking part of his job, 

outgoing. Sta w strengthen the library’s collections and services. He came to Alton from 

but work^ long and haffi to budd a^^^ ^ j 


t H «,. th the eood wishes of his staff to take up the directorship of the Kenosha, Wisconsin Public 
T u ^ f- A frnm that position in 1977. He and his wife Ellen still live in Kenosha, enjoying their 
re‘tfremen”Ld ^^ular visits back and forth with their daughter and four grandchildren in Racine. Mrs. Earley 
has family in Illinois, and they come through Alton on occasion, keeping up with old friends here. 


M F 1 said that on their last visit they saw the renovated Main Library and were very impressed with 
the greaTstride7the library and the community have made. Downtown Alton, she said, is so changed, and so 
much improved, she hardly recognized it. 


n 'd E 1 Holt June 1963-July 1965. Certainly the most controversial head librarian in Hayner’s 
tiTc also eone on to enjoy the greatest professional success. He came to Alton from the library 
t F VI Ini versity and left to become director of the Waco, Texas Public Library. After two years in 
^ogram a mor the director of the Austin, T exas Public Library, a position he still holds today. He 

no^up^e™?s^i a main library and sixteen branch libraries, with a staff of209, serving a population of500,000, 
and circulating 2.4 million items annually. 


n H It’s tenure in Alton the library board began to push city government for funds to expand library 
uring o ijggjjs of a growing community. Initial proposals to build an addition to the Hayner 
MemSialBuiSne were met with the suggestion from then Mayor P. W. Day that the library consider moving to 
tk A 1 ropr location uptown. While the board responded positively to this suggestion, the alternative 
l^^nstZor sugg^ted were not adequate for the library the board envisioned. 


There were also disagreements over whether the library should provide service to people living outside 
Alton city Umits, and what fee should be charged for such service. And there were on-going personnel problems 

besides all else. 
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Holt s progressive views and liberal ideas were shocking and upsetting to the conservative and traditional- 
mind^. Former staff members suggest that Holt courted controversy. “He was determined to defy anybody who 
said that the library cannot have this or that book,” Bea Rippley recalled. Holt persuaded the library board to 
adopt a more liberal book selection policy. He bought materials for the library that previously had not been 
considered suimble. He engaged in an exchange of letters in the columns of the Alton Telegraph with 


Thirty y^re later it is difficult to realize that Holt was vilified for buying the works of James Joyce, D. H. 
Lawrence, and James Baldwm (among others) for the adult collection of the library. 

The suit refeired to these Imks ^ “stoop items,” because they were kept on a low shelf behind the 
cttculanon desk. Patrons had to askfor them by title. "He set out to test the waters and he did,” says Bea Rippley. 

YouhavetorenaenaberthatthtslArary was run torall those years byalot of very staidoldladL 

there behmd the desk and looked down at you like God.” Miss Rippley remembers that once, when she was a 
by Rudyard Ktphng. The hbtanan tefttsed to give her a book from the adult collection. 

an interview published in the Alton Telegraph, Holt said “he WAR ^"^"‘^hip. In 

but added that (they) are part of an educational' program ” He ^ propaganda type, 

be aware of Communist propaganda and to be able to recognizSof whatlt^^^^ Americans to 

public library w^ stowiS^, for wTItev Jr^^olrtC^ the community, who were outraged that the local 
“communist” by former U.S. Attorney General Herbm ^ad been designated 

U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Un-Ameri^raivitir “subversive” in 1962 by the 

fellowship he had rereWed toS thfeX^eritln Ubrarf Asslc^ T absence, working on a 

Liorary Association s exhibit at the New York World’s Fair. 

propet ffitroducti^rSfmeffiefii^^^ be shown as scheduled, “with 

But continued pressure caused the board to reverse itsplf Qnri. ♦ * j- 

showing. Others in the community rallied to support Holt A “P • ^'suontinue the series after the first 

Robert W. Duncan, wrote to the board in support of Holt in a W??u ' °''Suu‘zed by Dr. 

executive committee. ’ signed by Duncan and 21 members of the 

Others in the community also wrote letters supportinp H«it k... *u j ... 
returned from New York and submitted his resignation in July 1965 ^ already been done. Holt 

It would take almost a year before the library board was aWp iv. . 

position of head librarian. another suitable candidate for the 

Jack B.Stankrauff, June 1966-May 1968. During the . .. 

moved to establish regional library systems in an effort to unprAH ‘b^'^^^us, the state of Illinois had 

throughout the state. A seven county area of south-central Illinois WAR public library services 

System, and Hayner Public Library was proposed as the ceutS 

Alton Post Office building at Fourth and Alby Streefr was suggested as a lo'cadon for the syaem Squartet 

Stankrauff arrived in June and threw himself enthusiasticallv into thpniAncfe. .u . , u • 

fathers although initially hositle to an idea that they mistook as an attempt to make AltonfinaucM “^ponsSe 

for underwrtttnghbrary^rvtKto seven count,«.^an to see the possibihtiesoffederal and state tod, 

hall was also enthused about the possibility of finding a new use for the post office building 
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controlled 
Stankrauff was 


by a gX°l«I w^d—t sys“ 

caught in the crossfire. 

. o. 1 Q Qtill ^sensitive nerve when he criticized the John Birch Society in a letter 

in the ZTx^lSrlph. The\Ly board suggested that in the future hb lett^ 

an unofficial capacity.” 

r^ i. „„ Hath to nromote the library’s need for a new and bigger budding. In October 1967 

Stankrauff w^worki^g dtp ^ ^t least 

aconsultantfromthelllino^State^ of building and equipping such a facility at $1,765,000. The city 

50,000 square feet, and “t Wiseman suggested that perhaps a new library could be included in a 

remained noncommittal. Mayor ciya considering, 

combined bond issue proposal the city councu w 

. , u 1. decisions were also coming under fire. In March 1968 the library board was 

The librarian s book seie Havner Association “requested that books of an erotic nature not be 

informed that the ladies of me eMi . materials budget came firom the “Jennie D.” funds, this 

My toW ftetrar^leaion of mamriab. Id May 1968 

• .u i.wArvnrofession, coupled with the low salary offered, resulted in the library going 

Alton’s reputation in the iipra^P 

almost two years without a head hbranan. , . u • h.h 

arv 1970 -April 1973. Stimson came to Alton when hopes were running high 
, Andrew W. Stimson, Janu resolved, and a new library would be forthcoming. Mayor Paul 

that the stalemate with the city arguments of the library board. He suggested that money could be saved 

Lenz seemed more sympathetic o ^ ^ proposed Rock Springs Park. 

bv locating a new library on a city parkiano. y f- 

H t the point that the library board hired an architect, Alvin Stolze of Keeney & 
Negotiations progressed o p ^jg^overed that restrictions on the deed to Rock Springs 

Stolze, to draw plans for the new 

Park prohibited building a library • .... , u lu f 

h ' h eventually led the library board to decide to seek to separate the library from 
It was this setback whic closely with consultants from the State Library to bring the proposal for 

Alton city government. Sumsonw 

an independent library district be . , • • • u u c 

h eved independent status, Stimson accepted a consultant position with the State 
Shortly after the library ac i became executive director of the Waukegan, Illinois Public Library, 

Library in Springfield. Severa ye 

a position he still holds to ay. r. u.- i u u f i 

h worked hard to preserve and promote the Hayner Public Library have family 
While many of those w o going back several generations, one of the library’s most dedicated 

connections with the library Alton, 

advocates was a relative new 

. Somerville, Massachusetts in 1892. Her parents were Cecil H. and Gertrude 
Ruth Cummings w^ f j^jiy valued education, and Ruth attended a private girl’s school in Boston, and 
Mathieson Cummings. in 1915. She married Paul H. Buxton of Reading, Massachusetts, on October 

graduated from Wellesley o Massachusetts Institute of Technology, served with the Army Aircraft 

2, 1920. Buxton, a gra ua e World War I. After the war he took a job as engineer and assistant 

A ivtpr Cecil was bom in 1921; their son Charles in 1925. 

The Buxton’s daughter, Cecil, wd^ 

as hired as chief plant engineer for the Western Cartridge Company’s East Alton plant. 
In 1930, Buxton w would be chief plant engineer for Olin Industries, 

and moved his family to Alton, 


moved his lamuji 

BUXIOIK sellled in Alton, Rnffi Buxton made many new friends thtoujh allege 
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Hayner Branch Library at Alton Square Mali Opened November22.1985 with then Secretary ofState and State Librarian Jim Edgar in attendance. This was one 
of the first full service branch libraries to operate in a shopping mall in the United States, and has provded to be very successful 


Photograph by Robert K. Graul. 
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Hayner Branch Library at Alton Square Mall Opened November22,1985 with then Secretary of State and State Librarian Jim Edgar in attendance. This 
of the first full service branch libraries to operate in a shopping mall in the United States, and has provded to be very successful 


naturally into that select circle of well-to^lo and well-educated women who dominated Alton soaety jiKt as 
their husbands dominated Alton business. Women of Ruth Buxton’s caliber, when they had time to spare from 
family obligations, were expected to participate in church and community acUviUes. 

Mrs Buxton was elected to the board of the Jennie D. Hayner Library Association in 1936. During the 
years of the library’s financial difficulties, she was one of those who battled most valiantly to keep the library 
alive, volunteering many hours to the cause. 

Wh^n her husband died in 1953, Ruth Buxton, a widow in comfortable circumstances, her children grown 

and elLhed m their o»n lives and careers, devoled the rest of her life and formidable taleots to the betterment 

of her adopted hometown. 

lUrc Rnvton was a kev participant in the efforts to transfer the library to municipal control. She was 
^ • , f. , nirinal library board in 1953, and remained a member of that board, as well as the 

r^D Cner“^" 

BntMrs^Bnato.s—entfe^^^^^^ 

library-related tear . g Buxton who stepped in and took on the job of interim manager of 

— which was all too trequeni u «cw 

the library. 

u the nf hpr service Mrs. Buxton served as acting librarian for a total of four years and one 

Adding up the ° head librarians hired during that same period. Her influence on the library 

month — longer than any than any of the six, because she remained while they came and went, 

would have been as great as, if not g > 

, u thf. ciim total of her community involvement. Mrs. Buxton was a trustee of the Alton 

Nor was the library ^ Sparks Alliance, president of the Upper Alton Women’s Club, 

rcdve'ifthe Repibto^^^^ Club, and a dir«.or of .he Ahou YWCA, the Alton Cemetery Association, 

the Associated Chariues, and the American Red ross. 

ded on the library board by her son, Charles H. Buxton. He served for ten years, and 
Mrs. Buxton was succee ggjablish the library as an independent district separate from Alton city 
was a leader in the ^mpa.^ 
government, with its own el 

R n died in September 1976. Her family and friends wanted to do something for the 
Ruth j^abie life and work. The library had acquired the property at 409 State Street, 

library as a tribute to e Building, the previous year, and had demolished the old rooming house that 

adjoining the Hayner e f„i,ijched in Ruth Buxton’s name allowed the library to relandscape this area, 

stood there. A memorial fund estannsn 

f thp Hhrarv garden was named the Ruth C. Buxton Memorial Garden, to honor the 

The upper ° jj^vner Library for an entire generation of Altonians. 

woman who personified tn y 
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Mary Deane Williams Huntley, current director of the Hayner Public Library District. 


Photo courtesy of the Huntley family. 
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Chapter Seven: Seize the Day! The Hayner Public Library District, 1972-1991. 

The first years of independent operation for the Hayner Public Library District might have discouraged 
oersons of lit le faith and less determination. Just weeks after the district was established, the voteis of Godftey 
L Fosterbu g townships rejected the opportunity to join it. Even though the library has spent a year and a 
^000 state grant demonstrating what the library had to offer them, Godfrey and Fosterburg voters remained 

unconvinced. 

whfsn hPffd librarian Andrew W. Stimson resigned in March 1973, the trustees were in the midst of plans to 
When he Havner Memorial Building to house an expanded children’s department. And 

—cy. none of thr^ who applied seemed to have the 

qualifications that really mattered. 

What was needed, the board was agreed, was not just someone who Imew about b^ks and libraries, but 

r ahnnt neoDle. Not just another eager young beginner filled up with theories, but someone 

someone who kne P resources They wanted maturity, stability and confidence, 

experienced in managing people and resources, ncy 

c .u nf trnctees did something astonishing and completely out of keeping with the practice of the 

So the board o woman as the new director of the libary — and they promoted a woman to that 

last twenty years. They chose a woman as me uc 

position from the existing library staff. 

• pH the library in 1971 as Stimson’s administrative assistant. Bom in Burlington, 
,Mary Deane Hunt eyjoin . jj.jj attended the University of North Carolina. She came to the 

North Carolina, she grew up i . David C. Huntley joined the faculty of Southern Illinois University 

Alton area in 1962 w en ®^ ..j^^ jgj,jjj,QiQgyfj.oniSIU-E in 1971. Under her leadership over the 

(Edwardsville). district would experience both stability and steady growth and development, 

next twenty years the library aisini. 

• ..A flip nrnnertv at 409 State Street immediately adjoining the Hayner Memorial 
In and the grounds incorporated into the library garden, making a more 

Building. The house was e gracious old building. In 1978 the board took the opportunity to purchase 

inviting and attractive setting leasing for the adult services department of the library. Two 

the building at 326 Be e ree against the need for future expansion, 

adjacent properties were acquired at me s 

I'h rv received its first notice of an ambitious plan to automate library services 
In early 1979 t e i of the Lewis and Clark Library System, a state-supported regional 

throughout the seven coun 7 would benefit Hayner users by providing them with easier access to a much 

library agency. Since „i,ipa.e in rhb project, 

larger resource base, the boara v 

Qsn Charles H. Buxton retired from the library board of trustees after ten years of service. 
In the spring of 1 library endured for forty-four years, and it is safe to say that the library 

The Buxton family loyal and devoted efforts, 

might well have floundered without tnei > 

I. j, jjggti for a long range plan to guide the development of the library. Usage was 
The board soon rea jjgg^ for years. The automation project would be costly. Buildings 

increasing. Parking was a m J ^ services would need new sources of funding, 

needed major repairs. New projects a 

the Alton Telegraph project. This monumental labor, began in 1977, proposed to 
A case in indexing of the daily newspaper which had first been undertaken in the 1930s as a 

continue the detai e effort had indexed the Telegraph from its initial publication in May 1838 

federal works project. Telegraph a priceless resource for local history and genealogy researchers, 

through 1934. The in ^ jjjg jgnnie D. Hayner Library Association with some assistance from the 

The new project, un e i j ^ ^ indexing the 1930s and the 1980s, with current plans to go back and 

Alton Foundatton, ™„Ua„eonsly keeping up with the 1990s. 

fill in the intervening forty yea 

in h 1983 the board approved the purchase of property on the corner of Fourth and Belle Street, next 
^H^^er Memorial Buidling and just across the street from the adult services department, for a future library 

parking lot. 




















The Main Library, located at 326 Belle Street Extensively renovated and reopened to the public October 1,1989, it includes the Illinois Room local history and 
genealogy collection, and Homebound Service. Automation of all library circulation and catalog functions is now underway, and full automated service is 
scheduled to begin in December 1991. In addition to books, magazines, records, compact discs, audiocassettes and videocassettes, the Main Library also offers 
library users access to a personal computer and facsimile transmission. 


Photograph by Robert K. Graul 
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The Main Library, located at 326 Belle Street Extensively renovated and reopened to the public October 1,1989, it includes the Illinois Room local history and 
genealogy collection, and Homebound Service. Automation of all library circulation and catalog functions is now underway, and full automated service is 
scheduled to begin in December 1991. In addition to books, magazines, records, compact discs, audiocassettes and videocassettes, the Main Library also offers 
library users access to a personal computer and facsimile transmission. 


In December 1984 theboard was contactedbyrepresentativesoftheMayCompany,owners and operators 

of Alton Square Mall, who suggested the library might open a branch m the mall. 

Here was the opportunity for which the library board had been waiting. Here was the chance to try once 
Here was luc pp j posfprhnre residents that the library was willing and able to make service 
more to convince Godfrey 

was contacted and 

available and succ^fully for another state grant to fund the 

expressed support or i Square for one year. The board acted to set another referendum on 

1986. 

^ U i.hrarv nnened with great fanfare on November 22,1985, with then Secretary of 

The Alton Square ra p j ^ attendance. It was one of the very first full-service branch libraries to 

State and State ^ United States, and proved to be a huge success from the first day of 

operate in a shopping mall in the e 

operation. 

\ ouis a public relations firm, was hired to orchestrate the branch opening and 
Tretter-Gorman, nc. o ^ campaign. A volunteer committee headed the effort to get out the vote 

to advise on strategies tor^^ March 18,1986, and this time the referendum passed with a whopping 

margin of 79 percent. 

funded the branch for a second year pending the receipt of the new tax money 
An additional state gran board proceeded with the second stage of development plans for the 

from the expanded library is * ‘ • attractive and much-needed parking lot for downtown library users at the 
branch, and with plans to construct an aiud 

corner of Fourth and Belle Streets. 

100-7 th I.hrarv discontinued its increasingly expensive and unreliable bookmobile and began to 
In June 19o / tne y service that would be both cost-effective and targeted to the needs of library users 

develop a new type of outreac library’s facilities. Hayner Homebound Services began in the fall of 1987. 
who could not get to eit er o library began providing books delivered to the homes of library users 

Utilizing a committee o vo un ’ .j incapacitated. Homebound Services also provides books and 

who are either h’„es and retirenrent eenters. 

materials for the residents of area nursing 

• 1 for voung people from birth through age sixteen, and for parents and caregivers. 
Services and materia s located in the Hayner Memorial Building. As school funding for library 

were consolidated in the you Hayner Youth Library has made great efforts to fill at least part of the 

resources has dwindle m rece feacbers and other community organizations working with youth, 
gap by increasing services oft 

have also expanded to include new media and technologies such as videocassettes. 
Library collections „_f,,;yare The library also began offering facsimile transmission (FAX) service, 
compact discs, and computer soiiw^ • 

H d community survey in 1988 indicated that voters in the library district might be 
When a state-man cuoDort much-needed library improvements, the board of trustees decided 

amenable to a district tax me 

to seize the moment. 

Charles Leland) Sheppard agreed to chair a volunteer campaign in support of the tax 
Joan Locker ( . entirely volunteer effort explained to the community the library’s financial 

levy increase. An j jbe future, and solicited voter support. On November 8 , 1988 the voters 

situation, its hopes an p jg^y jq 35 cents per $ 100 assessed valuation. The previous rate had been 

approved an increase in proposal was approved by a majority of almost 58 percent, and was the only tax 

set at 15 cents • approval in all of Madison County in that election, 

increase on the ballot to win ayy 

ndicated that it would cost about $1,000,000 to renovate the library’s downtown 
Preliminary stu les 1 ^^^g^j^ation of circulation and catalog functions. By April 1989 the building at 326 
facilities and implemen work began. The adult department collection was divided. References 

Belle Street was shut ow jj^g ip^gr level of the Hayner Memorial Building. Some 12,000 
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The Main Library, 326 Belle Street. Interior View. 


Photograph by Robert K. Graul. 
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The Main Library, 326 Belle Street. Interior View. 


books from the circulating collection was housed at the Alton Square bmach, while the rest of the collection 
went into storage. 

The renovated and renamed Main Library opened to the public with a ceremony on Sunday, October 1, 
1989 Just the month before the library celebrated yet another milestone when the long-awaited automation 
project finally got underway. Full on-line circulation is now scheduled to being in December 1991. 

Finally the board was ready to move on to the last stage and greatest challenge in its plan - the renovation 
and restoration of the landmark Hayner Memorial Building. 

Target date for completion was May 1991, the centennial anniversary of the historic building. In May 1990 
the vouth library shut down and moved into temporary quarters at the Alton Square branch. Library 
IdmSrative offices, the technical processing department and the Telegraph Index project moved into rented 

quarters on Belle Street opposite the Mam Library. 

. U Tniv Sind was Completed the following February. The youth library reopened to the public 

„„ Mlt.Xgrand^rpS»"'e<iedica.ioa of .he buhdiog colored on Ma, .9. ,99,. 

Thea.ch..ec.ro..hisandfo.,,.he« 

of Godfrey, Rapp recewe integrity of the original design have insured that the building’s 

His meticulous attention changed “It looks,” as one visitor remarked, “the way it should always 

appearance is renewed without being g 

have looked.” 

\ ^ ^^^o.^dicated effort on the part of many people has made the Hayner Public Library 

One hundred years services provided by the library represent an important part of the 

District what it is today. benefit of all who live here. May the second hundred 

heritage of the Alton area, held in trust oy u y 

years be as adventurous and successful as the first. 
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Exterior view of newly renovated Hayner Memorial Building showing the lower garden, relandscaped The dolphin statues, donated in memory of Ann Whitney 
Olin, are now located at the northeast end of the garden. 


Photograph by Robert K. Graul 






Olin, are now located at the northeast end of the garden. 


Chapter Eight: Library Legacies and Public Treasures 

During the 100 years of its existence the Hayner Public Library has received a number of valuable gifts and 
bequests from local residents. 

One of the most generous is also the most recent. Ms. Frances A. Morehead Metzger, who died in 1989, left 
a beouest of $178 000 in an unrestricted gift to the library. Her generosity allowed the library to incorporate 
several improvements into the restoration plans for the Hayner Memorial Building which otherwise would have 
been bevond its means. In gratitude the board of trustees has designated the conference room on the lower level 
of the building the France! A. Metzger Conference Room. It will be used for library meetings and programs. 

Another eenerous gift is the commision of a major work of art for the Youth Library in celebration of the 
i K FHwflrdsville resident Constance Miller, a fiber artist of national reputation, has created a 

library ce t Trellis Recollections which hangs behind the circulation desk. Ms. Miller’s 

large color u ‘ galleries and private collections across the United States. This work has been 

M.) Kelley. 

... f 1 Q«n thp friends of Ann Whitney (Mrs. Spencer Truman) Olin presented the library with 

In the summer of 1980 the Irienm o 

..... .c” ..f the librarv include a number of paintings of local interest. A large oil painting of the 

o- ' t, Tt t Hate circa 1845 was donated to the library by a Mrs. Child of Hardin. It now hangs in the 
Piasa Bird, thought to date circa i ? 

entry hall of the Youth Library. 

A charcoal portrait of Jennie Drury Hayner, executed by McLachlan & Schlisinger, Chicago, also hangs in 
the entry hall of the Youth Library. 

• f En lish brass candlesticks, 10 inches high, manufactured circa 1900, set on the mantlepiece in the 

office bLind the circulation desk. Youth Library. 

calendar clock which sets next to the fireplace in the main reading room of the 
The mahogany stan mg of Dr. and Mrs. William A. Haskell of Alton. Mrs. Haskell was the daughter 

Youth Library, ^^^^s made by Merrick, Walsh & Phelps of St. Louis, circa 1890. It has been in the 

of John E. Hayner. ® ^ . j- j appeared in an inventory, 

library since at least 1927, wnen ff 

r f ence Room on the lower level of the library a number of the library’s artworks are on 
In the Metzger on piano are three water color landscapes. Tavern at Elsah, Illinois; Pasture at 

display. Hanging over e pgg.yre on Hill, painted by Clara Matthews (Mrs. Joseph) Quigley about 1900. 

Liberty Street, and River anu r 

en the conference room and the main office area is a messotint of the Old Alton City 
In the passage Libary, and a lithograph View of Alton in 1836 done by N. Curriers. Just outside 

Hall, Post Office an u c ir portrait by Ann M. Richmond, given to the library sometime in the 1930s or 
the administrative offices is a aen ^ 

1940s. 

e room just outside the administrative offices is a panoramic photograph of the Alton levee 
In the conierenc number of local riverboats decked out in festive array. Nearby hangs a hand-colored 

dated 1907, ® ^h/Mtacking Warehouse of Godfrey, Gilman & Co. 7th of November 1837 (with an inset 

messotint titled Mo a itnn citv cemetery and the original grave marker erected by Thomas Dimmock). 

of Elijah P.Lovejoys grave mniiu ^ 

Ctv of Alton 1896 done by F. Humphry W. Woolrych hangs on the wall of the conference 
A water co or i r.pjna Fourth Street. On the same wall, in the corner by the doorway, is an unsigned 

room between t e wm Mississippi, dated circa 1884, and inscribed “Ms C.L. No’’, 

engraving titled Alton o« 
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The Frances A. Metzger Conference Room, located on the lower level of the Annex in the Hayner Memorial Building, Named in honor of a recent and generous 
benefactor of the library, the conference room now occupies the space once given over to the first children's room in the library. Many of the art works owned by the 
library are displayed in this room. 



Photograph by Robert K. Graul. 
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The Youth Library, serving ages birth-sixteen, parents, teachers and other caregivers, now occupies the entire upper level of the Hayner Memorial Building. A 
major restoration project was completed in the spring of 1991, and the library was rededicated in a ceremony marking the 100th anniversary of the original 
foundation, on May 19, 1991. 

Photograph by Robert K. Graul. 
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The Youth Library, located in the Hayner Memorial Building. The artwork hanging over the circulation desk is titled Treilis Recollections, by the nationally 
known fabric artist Constance Miller ofEdwardsville. It was given to the library in honor of the Hayner Centennial 


Photograph by Robert K. Graul. 
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The Youth Library, located in the Hayner Memorial Building. The artwork hanging over the circulation desk is titled Trellis Recollections, by the nationally 
known fabric artist Constance Miller ofEdwardsville. It was given to the library in honor of the Hayner Centennial 

Photograph by Robert K. Graul. 


In the Fourth Street entry hall on the lower level of the Hayner Memorial Building is a large oil painting 
Alton 1867 by M. Rice, which shows the Alton riverfront looking across from the western side of the river. 

Across the street in the Main Library are other artworks displayed in the Illinois Room. These include: 

A panoramic View of Alton, Illinois (c.1856), attributed to J. B. Blair of Milwaukee. This painting has 
been loaned to several museums for special exhibition. It is noted for its similarities to another and more famous 

panoramic view of St. Louis. 

Next to the Blair painting hang a pair of portraits in oil on board, artist unknown, depicting Dr. and Mrs. 
(Alonzo and Eleanor) Bull, painted circa 1875. Dr. Bull was a dentist who lived and practiced in Alton. 

Also a small oil painting signed with the initials “B.B”, of the Rev. T. B. Hurlbert House, circa 1910. 
Other pictures in the Illinois Room are a lithograph Bird’s Eye View of State Fair Grounds at Alton 1856, 
done by Joseph A. Mill; and a photograph of the Lincoln home in Springfield, showing Abraham Lincoln with 

two children, taken by E. Lang about 1863. 

Several other works are not on display at this time, but may be viewed by making application to the library 
director These include a handwritten letter from Abraham Lincoln to Simeon Ryder, dated February 16,1844; 
a legal document relating to a piece of property in Alton, signed by Rufus Easton, the founder of the town of 

Alton. 

A very interesting and unusual drawing of The Piasa done by S. A. Dennis and dated 12/6/00 (1900); and 
a lithograph portrait of Stephen A. Douglas, done by L. Groulier from a daguerrotype by Vannerson, circa 1854. 

Finally there is a lovely china tea cup and saucer, said to have been a gift from the Chinese Ambassador to 
Mrs. Abraham Lincoln. How these came to the library is not known as there is no surviving documentation. 
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APPENDIX I 

HEAD LIBRARIANS 1853-1991 


ALTON LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

. 1895-1860 

Utten Smith. 


ALTON (REORGANIZED) LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

. 1866-1868 

John W. Ash. 

. 1869-1871 

Miss M. J. Louden. 

. 1871-1875 

Miss Douglas. 

. 1875-1878 

Miss Blanche Dolbee. 

. 1878-1880 

Miss McClure. 

. 1880-1891 

Miss Florence Dolbee. 


JENNIE D. HAYNER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

. 1891-1912 

Miss Florence Dolbee. 

. 1912-1925 

Miss Harriet Cooper Dolbee. • • •; ^ ^ 

. 1925-1951 

Jane Watson Bassett (Mrs. Robert h.) . • • • 


JENNIE D. HAYNER (ALTON) PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Robert E. Hamilton. 


Henry J. Blasick. 


George E. Earley . 


David Earl Holt. 

.June 1966-May 1968 

Jack B. Stankrauff. 


Andrew W. Stimson. 


JENNIE D. HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 


Andrew W. Stimson ••••••• r ^ 

Mary Deane Williams Huntley (M . 


















































APPENDIX n 


OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE ALTON LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 1853-1860 


Barry, Amasa Stetson. 

Barry, Benjamin F. ........ 

Blair, John L. 

Breath, Abraham. 

Buckmaster, John. 

Burnett, Harvey. 

CaldweU, L. P. 

Calvin, John W. 

Crandall, Cleveland M. .., 

Dimmock, Thomas. 

Fitch, John. 

Haley, W. D. 

Hibbard, James H. 

Holton, William A. 

Johnston, Dr. Norton. 

Kent, Loren. 

McGr^ory, S. E. 

McMasters, Rev. Sterling Y. 

McNulty, James. 

McPike, Henry Guest. 

Metcalf, Lyne S. 

Miller, WUliam T.! 

Olcott, Alvin. 

Paddock, Gains. 

Pearson, John M. 

Pickard, Philander . 

Quigley, Dr. Webb C. 

Randle, Dr. Peter W. 

Robbins, S. W. 

Scarritt, Isaac. 

Smith, Utten . 

Souther, Louis. 

Staunton, J. M. 

Stewart, J. T. 

Stewart, James W. 

Stewart, Samuel B. W. 

Tansey, Robert P. 

Trumbull, Charles. 

Turner, W. H. 

Underhill, Robert T. 

Wolford, Albert G. 

Woods, John. 

Wright, Charles L. 


1853- 1856 
1856 
1854 

1856 

1857 
1853 

1858- 1860 
1855-1856 

1857 

1859 

1859- 1860 

1854- 1855 
1856 

1856 

1853- 1854 

1860 

1858 

1854- 1855 

1859 

1855- 1856 

1853 

1853-1854, 1859 

1860 
1858 

1855-1858 
1857,1860 
1857-1858 
1853-1854 

1854 

1853-1856 

1857 

1857, 1859 

1858 

1857-1858, 1860 

1859 

1860 

1858 

1855-1857 

1853-1854 

1857-1858 

1853-1855 

1854 

1859 
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APPENDIX in 


OFnCERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE (REORGANIZED) 
ALTON LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 1866-1891 


Ash, John .. 

Atwood, Roger W. 

Atwood, Emily (Mrs. Roger W.). 

Barry, Catherine Riley (Mrs. Amasa S.). 

Billings, Elizabeth S. Olney (Mrs. Henry W.) 

Bishop, Miss Alice L.. 

Bowman, Selina Ryder (Mrs. Horatio Blum) 
CrandaU, Mary A. H. (Mrs. Cleveland M.).. 

Davis, Levi. 

Eaton, Mrs. Henry. 

Everts, Lucy (Mrs. William F.). 


Fitch, John. 

Guernsey, Miss Fanny. 

Hanson, Mrs. A. ..... ’ ‘ 

Haskell, Lucy Parkhurst (Mrs. Abraham Sumner).. 
Haskell, Florence Hayner (Mrs. William Abr^am) 
Hawley, Helen M. Spaulding (Mrs. Andrew T.).... 

Hawley, Capt. George Eli.. • • .. 

Hayner, Jennie Drury (Mrs. John Elijah). 

Hibbard, Mary Elizabeth Bailhache (Mrs. James .) 

Hollister, Edward Jr. 

Hollister, Martha (Mrs. Edwarf Jr.). 

Kendall, Louisa (Mrs. Luther O.). 

Laird, Lucia M. (Mrs. John P.). 

Marsh, Miss Mary F.. • • • • • • • •. 

Martin, Emeline H. (Mrs. William .) . • • .. 

Matthews, Lucinda Hanson (Mre. Hiram S.). 

Miller, Ruth B. (Mrs. William T.). 

Mitchell, Caroline (Mrs. John J.). 


Munger, Henry .. 

Murray, Charles A. 

Nichols, Mrs. Francis .. 

Paddock, Miss Georgia.. • • 

Perley, Tempe E. (Mrs. Rodney G.) 


Perrin, William ..^. 

Pierce, Etta Drury (Mrs. William Byron) . 

Priest, Lucia Brown (Mrs. Henry 

Randall, Elizabeth F. S. ‘ ‘ 

Root, Harriet E. Eaton (Mrs. Augustus Kilbum) 

Scarritt, Capt. Henry.‘ i u Wm- 

Schweppe, Martha Paynter (Mrs. John William) 

Smith, Robert. 

Smith, William Eliot.. • .. 

Stanford, Evelyn L. French (Mrs. Homer). 


1867-1868 

1866-1869 

1871-1885 

1866-1873 

1869-1871 

1869 

1873-1888 

1869-1887 

1866 

1871-1879 

1879- 1880 
1866 

1866- 1867 

1869- 1873 
1873 

1888-1891 

1875-1891 

1867- 1869 
1877-1888 
1866 

1866- 1873 

1867- 1869 

1866- 1875 

1870- 1872 
1873-1891 

1867- 1868 
1873-1891 
1881-1891 
1869-1875 

1866- 1874 

1868- 1969 
1866-1868 

1873- 1878 

1869- 1871 
1869-1891 

1867- 1868 

1880- 1891 
1885-1891 
1888-1891 

1874- 1891 
1866-1867 
1869-1877 
1866-1867 
1866-1869 
1887-1891 
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Sweet, Mrs. A. 

Tansey, Robert P. 

Topping, Marcus H. 

Topping, Julia (Mrs. Marcus H.). 

Whipple, Hannah G. Chase (Mrs. Perley B.) 
Williams, Nonie Dimmock (Mrs. Hezekiah) 

Wolford, Albert G. 

Wright, Lucy Hart (Mrs. Charles L.). 


1866-1868 

1866-1867 

1866-1869 

1872-1891 

1869-1871 

1871-1891 

1868-1869 

1878-1891 
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APPENDIX IV 


OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE JENNIE D. HAYNER ASSOCIATION 1891-1991 


Akin, Nancy Bigelow (Mrs. Paul). 

Akin, Rosalind Bigelow (Mrs. William M.) . 

Allen, Trudi Weber (Mrs. Benjamin). 

Allen, Mrs. Glenn L. Jr. SEE Levis 

Anschuetz, Ella Pfeiffenberger (Mrs. Robert)... 

Bowman, Bertha Mason Drummond (Mrs. Edward Monroe) 

Buxton, Ruth Cummings (Mrs. Paul H.). 

Cousley, Mary Lou Williamson (Mrs. Stephen A.). 

Damon, Barbara J. Lottinville (Mrs. Robert). 


Dolbee, Miss Harriet Cooper. 

Drury, Eunice L. (Mrs. Albert H.). 

Duncan, Virginia Hayes (Mrs. Albert W.).... • 
Duncan, Caroline E. Wade (Mrs. George D.) 
Duncan, Hannah Wallace Wade (Mrs. John).. 
DuVivier, Marjorie Attebery (Mrs. Edward K.) 
Eastman, Susan Howarth (Mrs. C. Dana Jr.) .. 


Ferguson, Miss Bertha W.\. 

Godfrey, Barbara Stanton (Mrs. Charles) ••••••••• . 

Haskell, Florence Hayner (Mrs. William Abraham) . 

Haskell, Ruth Hanna (Mrs. John Abraham) . 

Hawley, Helen M. Spaulding (Mrs. Andrew -h . 

Hayner, Mary Caroline Keith (Mrs. John Elijah). 

Hewitt, Alice Drury (Mrs. H. Harold)^.. • - —^. 

Hoagland, Mary Edna Parsons (Mrs. Karl King). 

Jackson, Ruth Cousens (Mrs. Ralph). 

Laird, Lucia M. (Mrs. John P.). 

UvS X"s Skte Ro't^n Harr^^ O""" ' 

McAdams, Melba Cooper (Mrs. Henry Hd ... . 

McAdams, Hilda Elizabeth Hewitt (Mts-It*" . 

McCuistion, Elizabeth Duncan Monger (Mis. Herbert P.) . 

McGill, Ethel O. (Mrs. Wiliam J.)^ • •••••• . 

Matthews, Lucinda Hanson 

Middleton, Mary Ellen Griswold (Mrs. William 

Milnor, Laurie Clemente c \ 

Morrissey, Mary Jo McGrath ( \x/alfp^^ 

Olin, Mary Mott Moulton (Mrs. Frank i ) • .. 

Olin, Ann Amelia Whitney^. Spencer Truma ). 

Pierce, Etu Drury (Mrs. William Byron) . 

Platt, JoAnn Haynes (Mrs. Danie^W.) .. 

Priest, Lucia Brown (Mrs. Henry Calvin) . 

Randall, Elizabeth F. S. (Mrs. John F.). 

Renshaw, Peggy Kellogg (Mrs. re 
Rodgers, Mrs. Eben SEE Wead 

Root Harriet E. Eaton (Mrs^Angnstus Kilbnra). 

Saylor, Dorothy Luer (Mrs. David). 


1956-1958 

1945-1952 

1973-current 


1951-current 

1909- 1925 
1936-1976 
1973-current 
1958-1973 
1925-1927 
1901-1925 
1936-1941 
1934-1954 
1925-1940 
1985- 
1967-1985 
1925-1940 
1973-1988 
1891-1932 
1906-1934 
1891-1901 
1896-1917 

1910- 1935 
1954-1985 
1954-1989 
1891-1909 
1934-1952 
1948-current 
1948-1987 
1925-1956 
1948-1972 
1942-1947 
1891-1925 
1957-current 
1987-current 
1989-current 
1934-1954 
1947-1957 
1891-1906 
1971-current 
1891-1896 
1891-1906 
1967-current 


1891-1901 

1956-1958 
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Simpson, Nancy Muha (Mrs. R. Robert). 

Smith, Miss Eunice C. 

Smith, Ahce Emily Cole (Mrs. William Eliot) .. 
Sparks, Bessie May Pegram (Mrs. Hosea Ballow) 
Sparks, Johimie Mathews 

(Mrs. Richard Davenport). 

Spencer, Marie Blaske (Mrs. Binford E.). 

Stanford, Evelyn L. French (Mrs. Homer). 

Stowell, Mary Watson (Mrs. Oliver S.). 

Stowell, Sophia Hart (Mrs. Oliver S.) 

Taylor, Helen S. Laird (Mrs. Frank L.). 

Topping, Julia (Mrs. Marcus H.). 

Utterback, Mary Grace Beice (Mrs. Paul E.).!!! 

Wade, Mary E. Allen (Mrs. Edward P.).'' 

Wade, Ellen Taylor (Mrs. Samuel). 

Watson, Elinor Olney Hewitt (Mrs. Minor S.) ..' 
Wead, Theodosia Dimmock (Mrs. Jacob) 

Wead, Miss Maria Tilton (Mrs. Eben Rodgers) !! 

Wilkinson, Anna J. (Mrs. George E.). 

Williams, Nonie Dimmock (Mrs. Hezekiah)! 
Wright, Lucy Hart (Mrs. Charles L.).'. ’ ] ^ 


1985-current 

1909-1955 

1901-1925 

1913-1924 

1917-1925; 

1930-1936 

1952-1954 

1891-1925 

1925-1926 

1901-1912 

1906-1910 

1891- 1892 
1985-current 

1892- 1909 
1925-1945 
1942-1945 
1896-1927 
1928-1973 
1934-1945 
1891-1896 
1891-1901 
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APPENDIX V 


OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE HAYNER CITY LIBRARY BOARD 1953-1972 


Bailey, James .. 

Beall, Harriett Bumap (Mrs. Roy). 

Buxton, Charles .. 

Buxton, Ruth Cummings (Mrs. Paul H.) 

Crivello, Paul . 

Davidson, Dorothy L. (Mrs. Harold W.) 
Donnelly, Dr. Bernard A. 


Duncan, Dr. Robert. 

Ehlert, Dr. Charles .. 

Flynn, Gregory. 

Gainer, John. 

Gleiber, Louis. 

Godwin, W. I. 

Greenwood, John .. 

Hershey, Auguste .. 

Huff, William .. 

Joost, Dr. Nicholas .. 

Kelley, Miss Dorothy J. 

Lightsey, Charlie ... ‘ .. 

McAdams, Melba Cooper (Mrs. Henry .). 


Maggos, Nick . 

Meredith, Dr. Cameron W.. • • • ^ 

Middleton, Mary Ellen Griswold (Mrs. William H.) 

Moorman, G. Edward 
Persing, Col. Chester . 

Pfeiffenberger, Lucas C 
Quackenbush, Bruce 


Schreader, Ambrose. 

Schulenberg, Kenneth L. .. 


Schweppe, H. Nelson .. 

Sutton, Joseph W. 

Timmermeier, Maitland 

Watt, Hubert. 

Zieke, Paul W. 


.June 1952-July 1972 

.July 1959-June 1963 

.. February 1970-July 1972 
. .June 1953-February 1970 

.June 1953-May 1956 

.June 1953-April 1961 

.June 1956-June 1966 

July 1967-July 1970 

.July 1965-May 1968 

.June 1955-June 1967 

.. Febmary 1954-June 1956 

.July 1959-July 1964 

.April 1955-June 1959 

.June 1953-June 1955 

.July 1963-July 1972 

.July 1966-April 1969 

... October 1970-July 1972 

.May 1969-July 1972 

.July 1971-July 1972 

.April 1972-July 1972 

.June 1953-June 1955 

. July 1970-September 1970 

.July 1968-July 1972 

... October 1964-July 1972 

.April 1966-June 1971 

.. .January 1960-June 1963 
. .June 1953-February 1955 
.... July 1961-March 1966 

.July 1959-June 1965 

February 1955-June 1959; 

July 1967-March 1972 
. .June 1955-October 1959 

.July 1964-July 1967 

.. .August 1957-June 1959 
June 1953-December 1953 
June 1953-December 1954 
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APPENDIX VI 


OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF THE HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 1972-1991 


Adams, James H. 

Allen, Trudi Weber (Mrs. Benjamin). 

Bailey, James M. 

Botterbush, Kevin J. 

Botterbush, Dr. William. 

Butler, Mrs. Mary Ruth Kattenbach. 

Buxton, Charles H. 

Cook, Forrest E. 

Greenwood, John E. 

Hallett, Mrs. Maijorie Lee. 

Huber, Sarah M. Davey (Mrs. Donald E) 

Huff, William E. 

Joost, Dr. Nicholas T. 

Kelley, Miss Dorothy J. 

Lightsey, Charlie L. 

Martin, Francis W. 

Mattson, Richard A. 

Meredith, Dr. Carmeron W. 

Middleton, Mary Ellen Griswold (Mrs. William H.) 
Morrissey, Mary Jo McGrath (Mrs. Thomas E.)... 

Quinn, Carson J. 

Ricks, Michael L. 

Roller, David W. 

Roller, Wallace W. 

Thomas, Robert H. 

Voracek, John A. 


April 1987-current 
April 1974-April 1978 
July 1972-March 1973 
April 1987-current 
April 1974-February 1987 
April 1983-August 1987 
July 1972-April 1980 
April 1980-April 1987; 
August 1987-April 1989 
July 1972-April 1976 
April 1978-April 1980 
April 1980-current 
July 1972-April 1983 
July 1972-June 1973 
July 1972-April 1991 
July 1972-February 1985 
April 1989-current 
April 1978-AprU 1983 
July 1972-April 1974 
July 1972-AprU 1974 
April 1991-current 
April 1976-July 1979 
June 1985-AprU 1987 
April 1989-current 
April 1983-April 1989 
April 1985-current 
April 1978-AprU 1985 
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APPENDIX Vn 


OBITUARY FOR JENNIE DRURY HAYNER 

from the Alton Evening Telegraph, Saturday, February 25,1888. 

The dread angel of death has again entered a happy home and left it desolate, bereft of the gracious presence 
that for many years diffused peace and happiness about its fireside. And the shadow over that darkened home is 
not limited to its walls but extends far and wide, for when so pure and beautiful and self-sacnficing a life goes out 
the community shares in the bereavement and mourns with those most deeply affected. The sad message that 
went forth yesterday afternoon of the death of Mrs. Hayner carried grief not alone to relatives, friends and 
associates but to the homes of want and suffering, scattered over our city, where, during her residence in Alton, 
she had e4r been a “ministering angel” of mercy, relieving the distressed and bringing comfort to the suffenng. 
We would not obtrude on the sacredness of private grief, but in view of a common sorrow there are some tnbutes 
that can hardly be left unspoken. Mrs. Hayner was a type of “perfect woman nobly planned.” Living for others 
and not for self giving to work and benevolence and good will, using the large opportunities in her hands with 
wisdom and discretion. Like the Lady Bountiful of the ancient story no good cause ever appealed to her in vain, 
no cause of suffering known to her was left unrelieved. Her sympathies were broad and catholic. They were not 
limited to sentimenf but found expression in deeds that will leave tender recollections behind them. Her mental 
attainments and social accomplishments made her the ornament of every circle m which she moved, and her 
naTural gifts were broadened and cultivated by extended foreign travel and observation, and familiarity with 
. ® „i,„nop of scene and place never weakened her attachment to home or old-time 

historic scenes and places. But cnangc ui f 

friends, and her devotion to these was strong and enduring. 

Rorn at Hiehgate Vermont, January 2,1837, she came of the good old New England stock, whose virtues 
g e , „„ctflrities she changed into graces. Her maiden name was Miss Jennie Drury. 

^eVerrlyTiHas passed Z the quiet precincts of the New England village and on the 8 th of October, 1862, she 

oci caii> lilt F Tj„„„pr and removed to this city, which has since been her home and where a union of 
married to John E. Hayner, ana remove ^. . , . ^ x 


was 


,wen.y-s« yea., of married life blessed by.mmf devotion has j« ton 


f ihp Prpshvterian Church, connecting herself therewith soon after her residence in Alton 
Hayner was a mem er « ^ teacher in the Sunday School, and not withstanding continued ill health, 

began. She was a so or u, „eyoient work of the church. She was, likewise, for many years a director of the 
was active in all t e socia furthering the work of that organizaiton. She will be missed in 

Alton Library Associa lo . brightened; she will be missed in the church whose work she did so much 

the social circle w ic s e dwelling place of the poor and needy whose burdens she so often lightened; 

.oupholdandsu.u.n;mtocl^'"*edwe ^ 

and missed, un^ea a y, sweet influences cluttering about it; her example and inspiration 

companion ess. er i e closed to earthly activities the work begun and the affection awakened here will 

of right living, and though blessed memories, 

continue to flow on in the broadening curre 

. . u j.,nHh<>rsteDdaughter,Mrs.W. A. Haskell, Mrs. Hayner leaves two sisters, Mrs. W.B. 

Besid^ er ik an j. Fla., a brother Mr. F. W. Drury of St. Louis, and a large circle of 

Pierce of Alton, and Mrs. ncdiu, 

relatives. 

11 take place Monday morning at 10 o’clock from the family residence. Dr. Gordon of 
MiddletonN Y l^r former pastor, has been telegraphed to and is expected to be present and assist Dr. Wolff at 

the service. 

OBITUARY FOR JOHN E. HAYNER from the Alton Evening Telegraph, March 19,1903. 

former president of the Alton Savings Bank and one of the best known financiers in 
John E. Qj, State Street Thursday morning at 9 o’clock. Sunday evening Mr. Hayner 

southern Illinois, i a phase of chronic nephritis, while in his home, and he never regained 

was stricken with ursemic coma, a pnds 

consciousness... 
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Mr. Hayner was a self-made man. He came to Alton 55 years ago and his success in a business way 
probably eclipsed that of any other person ever in Alton who made a similar start. Almost penniless he arrived in 
the city and the first work he ever did was for the late P. B. Whipple. Industry and an abnormal business capacity 
counted heavily in his favor, and success seemed to crown his every venture for many years. He was in the 
hardware business under the firm name of Nelson & Hayner, and the business house is remembered by many old 
residents of Alton. Mr. Hayner was a director of the old St. Louis, Kansas City and Chicago railroad, the present 
Chicago and Alton, and as a member of the first board of directors was associated with the late John J. Mitchell 
in the building of the road. In many other early day enterprises Mr. Hayner was intimately connected with the 
prominent developers of the country. He was one of the best known financiers in southern Illinois, and was 
heavily interested in many financial ventures in Alton, St. Louis, Chicago, and other cities. 

Mr. Hayner was president of the Alton Savings Bank from its organization until last July, when he retired 
from active business pursuits. He was also vice-president of the Alton National Bank and the heaviest individual 
stockholder in that institution. 

After the death of D. D. Ryrie, Mr. Hayner was elected to succeed him as cashier of the First National Bank 
of Alton, and continued in that position until the bank was consolidated with the Alton National Bank in 1881. 

Probably the best known of Mr. Hayner’s philanthropic investments is the Jennie D. Hayner Memorial 
Library, which he gave as a free library to the citizens of Alton. For years the Alton Library had been maintained 
by an ass^iafton of which Mrs. Jennie D. Hayner, his second wife, was an interested member. After Mrs. 
Hayner s death, her husband decided to erect a permanent memorial to his wife and built the library building at 
Fourth and State Streets, the finest building of its size in Alton. The library the ladies continued to maintain, 
through their own efibrts largely, and through gifts of Mr. Hayner, untU a few years ago. Mr. Hayner then 
enounced that he had decided to make the library free to all the Alton people and to that end he endowed the 
institution. The library will be a monument to him as well as to the lady to whose memory it was erected 

Mr. Hayner leaves his wife and one daughter, Mrs. W. A. Haskell, who is now with her husband in the 
Bermuda Islands accompanying him in his quest for health. 

Mr. Hayner, the aggressive, pushing, persistent and successful businessman and money-getter, had another 
side to his character, and one that many in Alton will deeply feel in his loss, a tender sympathetic heart, and an 
open hand and pocketbook. Many a widow, many a poor family, will miss his benefactions, which were given 
freely and evidently with keen relish on his part. Columns might be written of this feature — a feature of which 

the Apostle Paul in his panegyric wrote: “Now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity, these three; but the greatest is 
Charity. 

Mr. Hayner was bom in Orleans County New York, March 29,1827, and would have been 76 years of age 
the 29th day of this month. 

FUNERAL OF J. E. HAYNER from the AUon Evening Telegraph, Saturday, March 21,1903. 

The funeral of John E. Hayner was held this morning at ten o’clock. Services were conducted in the family 
home on State Street by Rev. Dr. Thomas Gordon D.D. of Washington, D.C. and Rev. H. K. Sanborne, of the 
First Presbyterian Church. Dr. Gordon s part in the service was an eloquent and touchingly tender tribute of an 
intimate personal friend of the deceased who had known him many years better than most people had known 
Mr. Hayner. The residence was filled with friends and business associates of Mr. Hayner, and there was a large 
attendance of Alton businessmen who had business relations with him in his long period of business activity in 
Alton. The cortege that followed the body to City Cemetery to see the remains laid away in the family burying 
ground, was one of the largest ever known in Alton. Six of the business associates and old friends of Mr. Hayner, 
E. P. Wade, H. Watson, J. W. Cary, G . W. Hill, Levi Davis, and W. T. Norton, served as an escort of honor and 
six others, C. A. Caldwell, H. B. Sparks, James Duncan, C. A. Cannell, Edmond Beall, and C. W. Milnor, served 
as actual pall bearers. 
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EDITORIAL ON THE DEATH OF FLORENCE HAYNER HASKELL 
from the Alton Evening Telegraph, November 1932. 

A career notable for charity and philanthropy was closed with the death of Mrs. Florence Hayner Haskell. 
Her loss will be felt by the many religious, charitable and character-building organizations who knew her as a 
benefactress. 

Mrs. Haskell’s life was one of great usefulness. Possessed of wealth, she ever was ready and willing to share 
that wealth with those organizations known to her to be worthy. She had contributed in large degree to the 
cultural life of the city, and among the institutions to which she gave funds was the library founded and endowed 
by her father. 

A gracious, gentle lady, she was well beloved by all who knew her, loved for her character and the greatness 
of her heart. 

It is such as she who make life the more livable, who bring progress to communities, and happinness to their 
people. Her city is vastly the better for her having lived in it and greater tribute could not be paid. 
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